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ON TOUR THROUGH AMORC 


The Indonesian ambassador to Brazil, Mr. Raden Sudjono, accompanied by Mrs. Sudjono and their three charming daugh 

s visited Rosicrucian Park recently enroute to Indonesia. Shown above, examining one of the paintings of the Western 
Art Exhibit in the Rosicrucian Art Gallery. are (from the left) Mrs. Sudjono: Ralph M. Lewis, Imperator of AMORC and 
Mr. Sudiono. The Sudjonos were actively associated with the Rosicrucian Lodge in Rio de Janeiro. They will pay their 
respects to the Grand Lodge of Indonesia at Djakarta upon their return 


What Strange Powers 


Did The Ancients Possess? 


VERY important discovery relating to mind power, 

sound thinking and cause and effect, as applied to self- 

advancement, was known centuries ago, before the masses 
could read and write. 

Much has been written about the wise men of old. A 
popular fallacy has it that their secrets of personal power 
and successful living were lost to the world. Knowledge of 
nature's laws, accumulated through the ages, ts never lost. 
At times the grear truths possessed by the sages were hidden 
from unscrupulous men in high places, but never destroyed. 


Why Were Their Secrets 
Closely Guarded? 


Only recently, as time is measured; not more than twenty 
generations ago, less than 1/100th of 19% of the earth's 
people were thought capable of receiving basic knowledge 
about the laws of life, for it is an elementary truism chat 
knowledge is power and that power cannot be entrusted 
to the ignorant and the unworthy. 

Wisdom is not readily attainable by the general public; 
nor recognized when right within reach. The average person 
absorbs a multitude of derails about things, but goes through 
life without ever knowing where and how to acquire mas- 
tery of the fundamentals of the inner mind —thar mysterious 
silence something which “whispers” to you from within. 
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Fundamental Laws of Nature 


Your habirs, accomplishments and weaknesses are the effects 
of causes. Your thoughts and actions are governed by fun- 
damental laws. Example: The law of compensation is as 
fundamental as the laws of breathing, eating and sleeping. 
All fixed laws of nature are as fascinating to study as they 
are vital ro understand for success in life. 

Yau can learn to find and follow every basic law of life. 
You can begin ar any time to discover a whole new world 
of interesting truths. You can start at once to awaken your 
inner powers of self- understanding and self- advancement. 
You can learn from one of the world's oldest instirutions, 
first known in America in 1694. Enjoying the high regard of 
hundreds of leaders, thinkers and teachers, the order is known 
as the Rosicrucian Brotherhood. 1ts complete name is the 
“Ancient and Mystical Order Rosae Crucis,” abbreviated 
by the initials "AMORC." The teachings of the Order are 
nor sold, for it is not a commercial organization, nor is it a 
religious sect. It is a non-profit fraternity, a brotherhood 
in the true sense. 


Not For General Distribution 


Sincere men and women, in search of the truth—those who 
wish ro fic in with the ways of the world—are invited to 
write for a complimentary copy of the sealed booklet, "The 
Mastery of Life.” It tells how to contact the 

librarian of rhe archives of AMORC for 

this rare knowledge. This booklet is not 

intended for general distribution, nor is 

it sent without request. It is therefore 

suggested that you write for your copy to 

the Scribe whose address is given in the 

coupon, The initial step is for you ro take. 


Scribe S. P. C. 
Rosicrucian Order (AMORC) 
San Jose, California 


Please send copy of the Sealed Booklet, " The Masrery of Life," 
which I shall read as directed. 


Address 
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THOUGHT OF THE MONTH 


SELF-PITY 


ur own burdens are the 
easiest to carry. There is 
an old parable to the ef- 
fect that each of us should 
think of our tribulations 
in life as being a huge 
ack with which we are 
laden. If then, each of 
TeSt us were to place these 
packs in a huge pile and select from it 
the one we preferred to carry, we 
eventually would choose our own. The 
psychological principle implied in the 
parable is that we have become familiar 
with or conditioned to our own prob- 
lems and are thus better able to cope 
with them than with any others. Fur- 
ther, a comparison of our own affairs 
with those of others who are troubled 
often reveals how fortunate we really 
are. 

Pity is a sympathetic feeling which 
an individual evinces toward the mis- 
fortune or hurt of another or others. Tt 
is quite natural that we should be very 
sympathetic toward any distress, c 
cal or mental, which we personally ex- 
perience. The ideal toward which we 
all, consciously or unconsciously, strive 
is the harmony of our nature, the prop- 
er functioning of our being. This is 
interpreted by us objectively as happi- 
ness. Fundamentally, it may be con- 
strued as a state of our being that is 
experienced as pleasure of mind and 
body. One can be quite healthy physi- 
cally and yet be distressed mentally. 
This distress may not be due to any 
organic disorder of the mind. 1t may be 
self-induced by desires which we have 
developed and which, being unfulfilled. 
cause frustration and an aggravation of 
the emotions. 
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Aspiring to the wealth of another or 
setting ends for oneself that are beyond 
one's capabilities are examples of self- 
induced torment and unhappiness. Ava- 
vice and jealousy may cause illness of 
both body and mind in the psychoso- 
malic relation of our being. The pains. 
aches, and general disturbances we ex- 
perience arouse a sympathy for ou:- 
selves—a self-pity. We note others 
actively participating in affairs and ap- 
parently without distress or even incon 
venience. They may smile and give 
every ohjective evidence of the very 
happiness to which we aspire. This only 
further inculcates self-pity. It causes 
us to think of our own state of affairs 
as especially unfortunate. 

There is a positive and a negative 
side in life. The positive side is the ac- 
tive one. Ii is the fullness of living. By 
contrast the other side, the negative, 1s 
the inhibited or arrested state of living 
with its apparent failures. Positive liv- 
ing is the full functioning of one’s in- 
nate powers. It consists of the utiliza- 
tion of all our faculties and functions 
of mind and hody to the extent that we 
can use them without abuse. It is like- 
wise the attainment of all objectives one 
sets for himself with a degree of suc 
cess. Positive living is, therefore, to a 
great extent. an arbitrary or voluntary 
state of the human being. An inter- 
pretation of what constitutes the posi- 
tive existence lies wholly within the 
province of man. 

Insofar as nature is concerned, as one 
anthropologist has stated, “she cares 
little for the individual but her concern 
is with the species.” If one conforms 
to the natural urges and inclinations of 
his being, he will know positive living 


in the physical sense. He will experi- 
ence to a certain extent, within the 
limits of his physical constitution, the 

leasures and satisfactions of good 

ealth. He must not, and cannot, ex- 
pect that such a physical existence will 
endure indefinitely. It is also natural 
that change will occur. 'The cycle of 
deterioration, that is, old age, will mani- 
fest with its consequent discomforts and 
pains. 

This unfavorable condition or old 
age is in a sense likewise positive. It is 
the actual fulfillment of the expression 
of nature. In nature, the withering of 
the flower is as important as its bloom- 
ing. They are both phenomena which 
are a part of a series of changes called 
cause and effect. In a sentient being, 
such as man, there is an idealizing of 
one of these changes more than of the 
other. Man arbitrarily divides nature's 
cycles, calling the beneficial phase posi- 
tive and the other, negative. He seeks to 
evade the decline because it is un- 
pleasant to him. He has successfully 
prolonged life but he can never evade 
the eventual retrogression which must 
follow to complete the cycle of life. 


Need of Reorientation 


As one grows older, he should, of 
course, endeavor in every way to lessen 
the severity of the impact of physical 
deterioration. The former pleasures of 
living in the physical sense, which have 
meant so much, should be mitigated in 
later years by new mental and emo- 
tional satisfactions. Those persons who 
seem happy in life and yet disclose that 
they are possessed of the infirmities of 
life and with the distress that accom- 

anies them, are those who have estab- 
ished new positive values for them- 
selves. 

It may seem amazing to others that 
some persons crippled with arthritis, 
having cataracts, or whose physical ac- 
tivities are restricted by cardiac afflic- 
tions, are apparently deriving happi- 
ness from life. These persons, bein 
less physically active, have substitut 
mental and moral activities. They have 
extended their interests beyond their 
own former physical participation in 
the events of society. They may now 
find joy in the encouragement of chil- 
dren in their studies or in helping 
younger people to fulfill their youthful 


dreams. They may also impart, if so 
invited, the benefits of their experiences 
to others so that the latter can even ex- 
ceed them in accomplishments. 

In the mellowness of life, new posi- 
tive living may be found in a response 
to the higher sentiments and psychic 
inclinations. The aggressive Henley 
younger person often finds too many 
satisfactions in objective living to con- 
cern himself deeply with the mysteries 
of life. The Cosmic role that one should 
play in his relationship to all reality, 

owever, usually provides a greater sat- 
isfaction to the mature mind. The 
physical desires which once seemed 
ultra-important and the notions and 
things associated with them lose their 
luster with the passing of the years. One 
finds to a great extent that the pleasures 
associated with them were either illu- 
sionary or evanescent. The interests of 
a psychic or moral nature which seemed 
intangible in the past and, by contrast 
to material satisfaction, less stimulating, 
can be more assuredly cultivated in the 
later years. One will then find much 
happiness in the expression of his aes- 
thetic tastes which may have been un- 
awakened or unexpressed. 

During the full vigor of youth or 
early adulthood, the realm of the aes- 
thetic, painting, sculpture, opera, clas- 
sical dancing, singing, may have seemed 
an idle pastime. Other activities may 
have appeared more fruitful of life's 
enjoyment. Powers of the mind and 
the pursuit of the higher sentiments 
lessen slowly in relation to sensuous 
interests. Instead of becoming embit- 
tered by the advance of age and its 
gradual physical retardment, one should 
reorient his interests. He should ven- 
ture into the realm of his psychic in- 
clinations and his meditations. He 
should find in life images or symbols 
to objectify the reactivated feelings of 
impersonal love and sympathy that 
pour from the depth of his own being 
as he allows himself to be conscious of 
the more subtle impulses of his nature. 

When did you last visit an art gal- 
lery? What concerts have you attended 
recently? When was the last time you 
walked along a river, whether its hanks 
were shaded by trees or whether, in the 
winter, fringed with ice and snow? Can 
you recall when you visited a historical 
museum and carefully, not superficial- 
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ly, examined the handicraft of people 
of past ages? Did you study the objects 
representing the harmony of color and 
symmetry of form as they were con- 
ceived by minds of centuries ago? 


Change of Views 


It is not always admirable of human 
character to escape continually the re- 
alities of life. In fact, it is beneficial 
for one to have an occasional assault 
upon his emotions by the austerities and 
severities of modern existence. It has 
the effect of lessening self-pity. It may 
cause one to be humble and grateful for 
his fortunes in life, which he may not 
have properly evaluated. It likewise 
may cause one to be ashamed of his 
continual carping at his own circum- 
stances and to realize the opportunities 
for happiness which he lets go by. 

Visit a veterans’ hospital in some 
capacity, if only to bring books or maga- 
zines to some ward. Make the sacrifice 
and effort to visit any public or county 
hospital occasionally. There you will 
see victims of nature’s indifferent as- 
sault upon human life. In many in- 
stances you will perceive persons with 
infirmities far exceeding your own 
which you have been lamenting. 

Such a visit, such an experience, is 
admittedly depressing unless one ad- 
justs to ihe meaning it conveys. It is 
depressing to realize that this is the 


V 


ultimate way of all flesh. But it is also 
inspiring to note how these victims 
have, in most instances, found new and 
simple channels for ER They 
collect stamps, they read books, they 
broaden their mental vision. They find 
joy in each other's company and the 
intimacy of the spoken word. They 
cling with rapture to a little vista of a 
tree or lawn seen from a window. A 
plant or flower to them is the whole 
universe at work. They now appreciate 
such an experience in a way that their 
former "normal" life never had per- 
mitted. 

Detach your consciousness from the 
myriad changes, the events and hap- 
penings in the stream of life. Stop 
struggling with the tide, for a time at 
least. Climb up on the bank and watch 
the course of life itself. To an extent 
we can impose our will upon life and 
convert its stream into channels to serve 
our purpose. In time it will, however, 
and must rush past us, unchecked by 
our lessening efforts to control and di- 
rect it. The stream itself, however, has 
majesty and beauty. When it can no 
longer serve our finitely conceived 
plans, it can nevertheless evoke our ad- 
miration of its pulsating power and 
omniscience. It becomes a pleasure in 
itself to but know that we are of it and 
that we have this brief moment in 
eternity to realize it. 


V 


LONDON RALLY 


All Rosicrucian members throughout the British Isles are advised of plans now under 


way for a Rally of members to be held in London late this summer. This Rally pro- 


gram includes interesting lectures, discourses, initiations, and many features of enter- 
tainment and social activity. The Imperator, Ralph M. Lewis, is scheduled to attend 
this Rally and to speak several times during the occasion. Grand Lodge officers from 


other Rosicrucian jurisdictions in Europe will also be present. 


Make plans to come. 


Write at once for full details as to date, time, and place, to the Rally Chairman: 


Mr. Robert E. Daniels, 
59 Edith Grove, 
Chelsea, London S.W. 10, 


England 
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Creating Your Future 
By Dr. H. Spencer Lewis, F.R.C. 


(From the BHosicrucian Digest—February 1931) 


Since thousands of readers of the Rosicrucian Digest have not read many of the articles 
by our late Imperator, Dr. H. Spencer Lewis, we adopted the editoria! policy of publishing 


each month 
within the pages of this publication. 


one of his outstanding articles, so that his thoughts would continue to reside 


od in the lives of many 
thousands of persons 
when the past becomes a 
memory and the future 
looms as a serious ques- 
ton mark. Such persons 
seem to feel that they are 
standing on the edge of 
a great abyss. Back of them are fields, 
mountains, and valleys over which they 
have traveled with more or less safety 
and with considerable pleasure and 
happiness mingled with periods of sor- 
row and grief. These now seem inconse- 
quential as they face the great abyss 
before them filled with the terror of the 
unknown and presenting a serious ob- 
stacle to their future progress. 

As they face this wide chasm, it 
seems that nothing but a miracle will 
help them to get across the great e 
space and prevent them from falling 
into the dark recesses below, thus bring- 
ing an end to their careers. 

In the early days when the pioneers 
first traversed this continent in an at- 
tempt to reach the gold fields and fruit- 
ful valleys of California, there were 
many occasions when hordes of them 
in covered wagons and on foot came 
face to face with similar situations. It 
seemed that the journey's end was at 
hand and yet the goal of their desires 


was far from them. For days, they 
camped at the edge of an abyss or 
canyon and wondered how they would 
ever cross that great space with its 
depths of thousands of feet and con- 
tinue their journey on the other side 
toward the distant goal. They were 
face to face with real engineering prob- 
lems, and yet had neither the skill nor 
the materials with which to bridge such 
gaps. 

The history of the progress of the 
pioneers shows that eventually these 
groups found a way of getting to the 
other side and continuing westward, 
and their success will ever be a monu- 
ment to the prowess of the human 
mind. Ingenuity, prayers to the Cosmic 
for inspiration, determination, will pow- 
er, and an undaunted faith in Provi- 
dence helped them to solve their 
problems. 

They could not turn backward, for 
they had been months on their way and 
had traversed desert spaces where there 
was neither food nor water, and their 
supply of these things being exhausted 
meant that they must either go onward 
or remain where they were and starve. 
Surely, these persons faced greater ob- 
stacles than do the thousands of per- 
sons today who think that their problem 
is one that cannot be solved. 

The abyss which these persons face 
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at the present time is a mental one and 
not a physical one. The obstacles which 
they have to overcome are more mental 
than physical in every sense. It is un- 
doubtedly true that these persons stand 
on a material rock and at the present 
moment have material obligations and 
conditions to contend with, but the 

eat chasm that lies between them and 
the future progress in their lives is not 
a material one that must he bridged 
with material things. 


The incentive that encouraged the 
early pioneers to face their problems 
and solve them was the fact that the 
future was quite definite and appeal- 
ing, and in every way alluring. They 
had no doubt about the joy, the happi- 
ness, and success that awaited them if 
they could cross the great abyss. It was 
this picture of future prosperity and the 
enjoyment of the greatest blessings in 
life that strengthened their determina- 
tion to solve their problems. 


The thousands today who feel de- 
pressed and who stand at the edge of 
the abyss in doubt and hesitancy do 
not have the alluring picture of the 
future that would encourage them to 
meet their problems. They cannot see 
a bright and happy future and they 
cannot see the goal of their desires wait- 
ing for them just beyond the horizon. 


For this reason, they hesitate and 
wonder whether the effort to overcome 
the present obstacles is worth while, 
and whether anything in the future is 
worthy of supreme sacrifice at the pres- 
ent time. is is where they are in 
error. And this is really their greatest 
problem, for they must remove from 
their minds the doubt about the future, 
and they must have a glorious picture 
of what lies beyond in order that they 
may be strengthened to tackle their 
present problems and overcome them. 


The early pioneers knew nothing of 
the future except through the reports 
that had reached them and the pictures 
they had built in their minds. For many 
months before they started from their 
Eastern homes and during the many 
months of suffering and privation while 
traveling, they had re-created, re- 
painted, and rebuilt the mental pictures 
of what the future held. In their hours 
of loneliness, privation, cold, hunger, 
and intense suffering from storms and 
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other conditions, they eased their bodies 
and their minds by rejecting the pres- 
ent and the past and living mentally 
in the beautiful picture of the future 
which their minds preserved and held 
before them as a rich reward for all 
suffering and effort. 


The future became so real to them, 
so actual, so near, and so tangible in its 
every element that they were able to 
bridge the gap of the present and move 
out of the past into the future in the 
twinkling of an eye. Their daydreams 
and their nightdreams were lived in 
the land beyond the horizon where 
everything would be what they had 
made it in their mental pictures. They 
created homes, new estates nestled in 
fertile valleys or on the side of pic- 
turesque hills. They filled caskets with 
gold and boxes with fruit. 


They visualized new life, new 
strength, temperate climate, and an 
abundance of the necessary peace, hap- 
piness, and contentment. They enjoyed 
these things daily, and hourly before 
they ever reached the Western border. 
They were making a new world in their 
minds and this new world constituted 
their future. As the picture was com- 
pleted and all of its marvelous details 
finished, they drew themselves into that 
picture and became living, vibrating 
parts of it so that nothing of the present, 
no obstacle, no barrier, no charm could 
prevent them from stepping from the 
present into the future and realizing 
all that they had visualized. 


In the same manner must the present 
thousands of hesitating, doubting indi- 
viduals create a new future and a new 
life beyond the present horizon. They 
must look upon all of the sufferings and 
the joys of the past as mere experiences 
enabling them to select the good from 
the bad as elements to put into the new 

icture, the new future, and the new 
ife. Every experience has its lesson, 
every one of the joys and sorrows of 
the past and of the present are but il- 
lustrations to teach us what we should 
create and what we should not create 
for the future. 


The future for each of us can be 
precisely what we make it. But we 
must not wait until we are in the future 
or until we stand in the new valley of 
the new land, and then begin to make 


our plans for the estate, the home, the 
gardens, the orchards, the mines out of 
which we shall draw our wealth and 
our necessities. We must visualize each 
detail, paint each part of the picture, 
and keep adding to it our dreams and 
meditations until it becomes a living 
thing in our lives not of the future but 
of the present. We should look upon 
ourselves as standing at the very border 
of this picture about to step into it, and 
to begin to enjoy all that we have 
created. 


If we do this, the obstacles that now 
seem insurmountable and which appear 
to rise before us will be overlooked and 
negated in our ambition, our determi- 
nation to step across the borderline 
from the present into the future, and 
live in the picture we have made. Such 
visualization and creating gives us not 
only the allurement and fascination 
which is tempting but the urge and 
determination, the faith and the power, 
to go beyond the present obstacles. 


There is no limitation to what the 
mind can create in its imagings. No 
castles are too high, no homes too large, 
no estates too great, and no parts of the 
country too beautiful or too bountiful 
for the mind to visualize. The world is 
yours when it comes to painting mental 
pictures of what you want and what 
you should have. Furthermore, the his- 
tory of civilization proves that there is 
no limitation to man's material creation 
of the things he has visualized. The 
whole history of man's achievement 
since the beginning of the world proves 
that what he has mentally visualized, 
he can bring into actual realization. 


The dreams of men of yesterday that 
seemed vague, indefinite, and impos- 
sible are surprisingly presented to us 
today in concrete realities. We awaken 
from our state of doubt and incredulity 
to realize that while we questioned and 
hesitated some other master mind turned 
a dream into reality and the impossible 
things of the dreamer are the material 
things offered to us today. And as we 
analyze the creations of man and his 
accomplishments, we are impressed 
with one great outstanding fact: name- 
ly, that he who never dreamed or never 
painted a mental picture did not create 
in the world of realities a single thing. 
Around us are those who have accom- 


plished and built for themselves the 
things they are enjoying. There are 
the others who are in want or are with- 
out even the actual necessities, who 
had no vision, who never attempted to 
create in their own minds a single 
thing, but had depended upon the cre- 
ations of others and the gifts that might 
come to them through charity. 


Which do you want to be, the cre- 
ator of your life and the builder of the 
things you want to enjoy, or the one 
who must take what is left over in the 
bounties of the lives of others and which 
are given in exchange for the hardest 
labor or denied to you altogether? Do 
you want to be the serf and the hireling 
who accepts at the hands of a master 
the things he has made and he no long- 
er wants or the things he in a charitable 
mood is willing to share with you par- 
tially or incompletely? Or, do you want 
to be the creator and make the things 
you want and bring them into realities 
in your life so that you are not de- 
pendent upon anyone or anything ex- 
cept the great creative power that re- 
sides within you? 

God has given you the same creative 
power that He possesses, and He has 
made you equal with Him in making 
this world beautiful and happy for all 
living creatures. This gift is your birth- 
right and you alone determine whether 
you shall use the power or ignore it. 


Come, step back from your close view 
of the obstacles that seem to surround 
you. Close your eyes to them for a 
while and create a new picture. Leave 
the past and the present out of your 
consideration and make a new hfe, a 
new day, beginning with tomorrow. 
Build it up part by part in your mind 
and in your conversations and contacts 
with those around you until you have 
a perfect picture of the future that is 
just beyond today’s horizon. Then step 
forward bravely into this picture; and 
with determination start your journey 
along the line that leads to the new 
estate, the new home, and the new 
pleasures of life. You will find your- 
self master of the picture and of those 
realities, and you will find in it the 
greatest happiness and rewards, and 
every effort, every thought devoted to it. 
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Pitfalls of the Searcher 


By Ropman R. Crayson, Grand Master 


A one time or an- 
other, all of us 
have been entertained 
and amused by a ma- 
gician. We have been 
mystified by his deft 
and swiftly moving 
technique of produc- 
ing playing cards out 
of thin air or pulling 
a rabbit out of a hat, 
not to mention numer- 
ous other tricks of il- 
lusion demonstrated by the masters of 
legerdemain, or prestidigitation. Some 
of us in watching the demonstrations 
had the passing thought that we would 
like to master some of the tricks and 
mystify some of our friends. We fail 
to consider that it took years of train- 
ing for the magician to develop the 
skill to completely mystify us and 
thereby provide satisfactory entertain- 
ment. The fact of the matter is that 
the magician is a master of illusion; 
and, for entertainment, people like to 
be deceived. 

Operating in the field of theatrical 
entertainment there are a great many 
good magicians, and this indicates that 
the proficiency of one may be acquired 
by many others. It also indicates that 
the majority of our people like to be 
mystified. They are drawn to the seem- 
ingly impossible and fantastic. It is an 
art to be a good magician. It is also 
an art to be a good mechanic or teach- 
er, a good housewife or researcher in 
biological chemistry. 

Those who are successful in their 
particular fields have known what they 
wanted to do, and they carefully trained 
themselves in preparation. The person 
who knows what he wants to accom- 
plish works toward that end and be- 
comes successful. Successful, profession- 
al men and women specialize in their 
chosen fields. For instance, there are 
doctors who specialize in surgery. It 
would be incongruous to think of a 


successful surgeon working in unrelated 
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fields, such as archae- 
ology or engineering. 
The surgeon may have 
an armchair interest 
in many attractive 
fields, but first and 
last he is a doctor of 
surgery. His trainimg, 
education, and knowl- 
edge have been di- 
rected toward that one 
achievement. The sur- 
geon always knew 
what he wanted to do, and he prepared 
for it. This is the secret of achieve- 
ment: know what you want to do, and 
direct every effort toward that end. 

In the United States the youth who 
has decided to become a school teacher 
enters a state teachers’ college after 
finishing high school. This is the hon- 
orable profession in which he feels he 
wil be the most successful and the 
happiest. There are some students who 
enter college, or university, however, 
who do not know what they want to 
do. As freshmen they subscribe to one 
course of study and then to another; 
and, as a result, unless they are taking 
simply a generalized course of educa- 
tion, they cannot build up the required 
number of credits to graduate in four 
years. They have not entered a profes- 
sional field of activity of their choice 
because they have made no choice. 
They have thus lost much ground and 
time, and are not prepared to enter 
specialized fields of science, engineer- 
ing, or others. 

The college freshman, in his inde- 
cision, is like a great many fine people 
who, for extracurricular pursuits, have 
a mild interest in philosophy, mysti- 
cism, metaphysics, or occultism. As a 
result, they read books here and there, 
attend lectures, and dabble first in one 
thing and then another. Their interest 
is casual; they have no well-defined ob- 
jective. In the beginning they are not 
quite sure whether they merely want 
to be entertained or give serious thought 


to self-development, to the mastering of 
life, or to the pops aspects of the 
growth of knowledge in some one field. 
Although they have not reached a de- 
cision they actually are searchers; they 
are seeking some practical course of 
instruction which will bring them sat- 
isfaction in at least one of several de- 
veloping interests. Eventually they 
must reach a decision, as do all mature 
people. 


Indecision and Speculation 


The searcher must undergo a certain 
amount of self-analysis so that he can 
determine his natural tendencies, his 
strongest interest, and the objective 
which he wishes to attain. In his avo- 
cational pursuit, he must decide wheth- 
er his yearning is one of a religious 
nature. His interest may be in lodge 
work; it may be in the metaphysical 
field; or perhaps it is a particular one 
in some hobby; or it has to do with 
astrology. He may feel that he would 
like to adopt the Oriental concepts and 
practices of Yoga; he may be cultivat- 
ing the desire to plumb the depths of 
truth and learn the real meaning of 
true mysticism. Like the college fresh- 
man, he must determine the field in 
which he has a particular interest. He 
is looking for the one thing which will 
bring him the greatest satisfaction and 
success. 

The list of possible avocational interests 
is endless. To try each, even if he could, 
would not make him successful in one. 
He may try several in their turn. Even- 
tually he finds that he cannot subscribe 
to one course of teaching and success- 
fully reconcile or relate it to another. 
The doctrine of every specialized field 
has its own fundamentals; each has a 
dogma or doctrine or a practice peculiar 
to itself. The person who is unable to 
make a decision about the pursuit of his 
interests will find that his path has 
many pitfalls. He will find that some- 
thing purely speculative does not bring 
him an inner satisfaction. The fantastic 
element is of no value. A speculative 
philosophy will not work with a prac- 
tical philosophy. 

The searcher must cultivate the vir- 
tues of patience, self-control, and self- 
discipline. If he does not organize his 
thoughts and hold on to his strongest 
interest, he will soon find that he is 


wasting his time. Often one of the 
greatest pitfalls is to look for material 
success instead of inner peace. Great 
material wealth or an exceedingly high 
salary is often evaluated as the keynote 
of success, whereas the success to be 
looked for is in health of mind and 
body, mental peace and contentment, 
adjustment to environment, and a 
wholesome understanding of oneself in 
order that one may have a better under- 
standing of others. 

In his avocational study, the searcher 
often expects too much in too short a 
time. On the other hand, his approach 
may be superficial with little or no 
faith or helief in the very thing which 
he feels should bring him satisfactory 
results. Usually the fault is his own; 
he has not applied himself. The pitfalls 
of error are numerous. Errors in judg- 
ment and in that which is subsequently 
realized may usually be laid at the 
door of our inability to arrive at a 
specific decision in the beginning. If 
the searcher is seeking truth, he should 
go where he can find and understand 
truth. 

One does not knowingly make mis- 
takes, but without training and knowl- 
edge and a preconceived objective, he 
may make many errors. The magician 
cannot afford to make mistakes. So that 
he will not make errors, he has devoted 
years to training and practice and to 
giving serious thought to his technique. 
The accountant cannot afford to make 
errors. He, too, has devoted years to 
training and practice and serious 
thought. The realization of success in 
no instance has come about overnight. 
The end result of success, however, 
eventually came about through prepa- 
ration after having originally made a 
conclusive decision. Even more serious 
is the work of the surgeon who cannot 
afford to make any mistake, for he is 
dealing with life itself. Not only did 
he make his decision in the beginning, 
and practice and train for his profes- 
sion, but he also has continued to study 
and learn new applications and tech- 
niques. 

Not all of us are accountants or 
doctors, but we can approach our par- 
ticular interest with the same will and 
determination, the same discipline, the 
same mental attitude which brought 
such persons their accomplishments. 
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They may have thoughtfully consid- 
ered one pursuit and then another, but 
upon entering college they decided their 
objective. They then began their many 
years of training, of gathering knowl- 
edge pertaining to their particular field, 
and of practical application of this 
knowledge. Finally, they came to the 
enjoyment of the fruit of their success. 


Simple interest alone will not suffice, 
for the untutored mind has no means 
of bringing the finest of noble realiza- 
tions into relation with itself. A sincere, 
conscientious, directed study, however, 
brings new understanding and knowl- 
edge. What is learned comes naturally. 
Avocational interests can be much 
like professional interests when they are 
sincere and directed. 


Ignorance and misunderstanding are 
pitfalls of error. To arrive at conclu- 
sions without sufficient thought, or to 
assume much more than is actually 
existent or even suggested, is also er- 
roneous. In seeking success, perhaps 
the greatest pitfall is that of inconstan- 
cy. If we accept a truth, a philosophy, 
or if we pledge ourselves to a doctrine, 
we are obligated conscientiously and 
consciously to subscribe to the doctrine 
in all that we do, and without reserva- 
tion. He who doubts is inconstant, and 
his actions will therefore be inconsistent 
with the teachings of the doctrine to 
which he has subscribed. 


Final Realization 


A great personal satisfaction comes 
to one who has achieved. He knows 
that all the trials and tribulations, all 
the weaknesses which have been over- 
come, have been worth all the effort. 
Practically everything we do in life 
will eventually lead us to some kind 
of final realization. If this final reali- 
zation is to be a desirable one, the ef- 
fort and the endeavor must be directed. 
When directed, there will be less error; 
we will not fall prey to the many pit- 
falls. When we experience a personal 
growth which makes us more useful to 
ourselves, and better able to render an 
intelligent service to those with whom 
we are associated, wherever we may be, 
we develop a naturalness of expression 
in thought and conduct, and manifest 
a strong, radiant personality. We are 
fair and tolerant; we have done away 
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with false ideas, and are practical in 
everything we do. 

Sometimes circumstances thwart our 
efforts, but usually we find that we are 
responsible for our own errors. Such 
errors bring dire circumstances upon 
ourselves. The person who perpetuates 
errors in his life need not continue to 
do so. He should give serious thought 
to what it is that causes him to make 
so many mistakes. Once he has learned 
the cause or causes, he can set about 
building a new life for himself, one 
that will be more rewarding and bring 
him the acclaim of “Well done.” 

To avoid error can be just as much 
an objective as one’s learning to be a 
magician, an accountant, or a physi- 
cian. With proper concentration on 
training and preparation, we become 
subject to few errors. It is said that 
the thinking person does not make mis- 
takes. If we are thoughtful in every- 
thing that we do, there will be far less 
confusion about us. We need to or- 
ganize our thoughts and ideas, and 
channel them in the direction of our 
ideal, to that which we wish to accom- 
plish. In doing so we will awaken 
slumbering talents and find that our 
world grows wider and brighter. We 
will not foolishly try to serve two 
masters. 

Choose well your field of endeavor, 
whether it be vocational or avocational. 
Select that in which you have the great- 
est practical interest. You have many 
abilities; everyone has. One of these 
can be outstanding. In personal devel- 
opment there can be a beginning, but 
there need be no end. That which has a 
beginning and an ending has only a 
temporary existence. One naturally ex- 
pects more or less permanence in hap- 
piness and success. 

Do you manifest enthusiasm and in- 
terest in what you are doing, in what 
you are desirous of achieving? Are you 
an example of what you expect to 
achieve, and also are you an example 
of your beliefs, whether they be pro- 
fessional, philosophical, mystical, spir- 
itual, or otherwise? 

There must be an ideal in every- 
one's life. Leave no stone unturned to 
accomplish that ideal, but do not let 
the stones in your path become errors 
that trip you. If you are sufficiently 
well grounded in training, in experience 


and knowledge, your feet will not 
stumble on the path toward achieve- 
ment. Your organized thoughts and 
your premeditated actions will lead you 
successfully along the path of progress 
toward your goal. 

To be mature-minded is to be open- 
minded, and critical only to a point. 
Once one has accepted a belief, con- 
cept, or doctrine, he should no longer 
be critical of it. 

All of us should beware of the pit- 
falls of error, for errors bring un- 
happiness and discouragement. A 
disorganized mind makes mistakes that 
bring misfortune. A thinking mind with 
organized thoughts creates fewer haz- 
ards in the living of life, and certainly 
alleviates many personal faults. We 
must establish our own objectives and 
make our own decisions; for no one can 
do this for us. Once we have done this, 
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we will gather to ourselves a kind of 
strength and power. With training, ex- 
perience, and knowledge we will pre- 
pare ourselves for the greatest of suc- 
cessful realizations, such as achieve- 
ment, the good will of our friends, and 
personal health, peace, and equanimity. 

We cannot go through life like a 
boulder rolling down a mountainside, 
pitching this way and that. We must 
not be deceived and follow an illusion. 
We can, however, direct our course hike 
a snowball rolling downhill, and gather 
to ourselves new weight, strength, and 
maturity. May such maturity come 
through rational growth. Not every- 
one can be a magician, an accountant, 
or a surgeon, but by being mindful of 
the pitfalls of error, everyone can be 
successful in the field of his choice, and 
in bringing to himself the abundance 
of life. 
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c osiceucian Ontemational Convention 


July 7 through 12, 1957 
By the SUPREME SECRETARY 


HAVE again reread a se- 
ries of comments by 
members of the Rosicru- 
cian Order who have 
attended its recent con- 
ventions. I wish it were 
possible to share all these 
comments with you, be- 
cause each one of them 
tells in a different way the benefits, en- 
joyments, and advantages that have 
come to those who have participated in 
a Grand Lodge Convention. The An- 
nual Grand Lodge Convention of the 
Rosicrucian Order is one of the high- 
lights of the year. It is a convention, in 
the general sense of the word, but when 
compared with the use of that word 
by many other organizations, it has 
meaning far beyond what is normally 
considered to be the function of con- 
ventions. 

Generally speaking, a convention of 
any organization of which you might 
think at the moment consists of busi- 


ness and pleasure. In other words, 
there are a series of business meetings, 
and, then, periods of recreation. lt is 
true that other organizations, particu- 
larly those in the cultural fields, devote 
a certain amount of their time to the 
study and analysis of documents or 
papers that are presented to the con- 
vention group. e word convention 
has come to mean primarily a day or 
a number of days devoted to certain 
business of the organization and then 
left exclusively to recreation. 

By emphasizing that many conven- 
tions are exclusively for these two pur- 
poses, I do not mean to imply that 
business and recreation do not have 
their part at the Rosicrucian Conven- 
tion. These factors are important ac- 
tivities here as at any convention. But 
a Rosicrucian Convention is much more 
than 1s included in its business sessions 
and in the periods that are free for 
recreation. 

In the first place, every member who 
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comes to the convention becomes a 
registrant of that convention. And no 
members have special privileges at the 
convention. Every active member of 
the Rosicrucian Order has the privilege 
and the right to attend a convention 
and, as a member registered, to par- 
ticipate in all phases of the convention’s 
program. In this way, all members 
fee] that the convention is their con- 
vention. There are no parts reserved 
only for special delegates. 

The purpose of the Rosicrucian Con- 
vention, in addition to conducting the 
necessary business and providing the 
recreation for those in attendance, is to 
make the individual member feel more 
closely his association with the organi- 
zation. This is done through the in- 
struction that comes in the classwork 
and in the inspiration connected with 
the ritualistic functions of the organi- 
zation. In these phases of the organi- 
zation’s work, we are at the heart of 
the teachings, or within the philosophy, 
of the Rosicrucian Order, Each Rosi- 
crucian feels desirous of participating 
in these functions which make it pos- 
sible for him to relate himself intimate- 
ly with the purposes that underlie the 
functioning of the Order. 

Instruction at the Rosicrucian Con- 
vention is an application of the word 
in its broadest sense. While there are 
classes for each Degree, there are also 
demonstrations and elaborate programs 
in the form of allegories and demon- 
strations that illustrate the principles 
being taught. This gives the member a 
chance to participate not only in formal 


V 


class instruction, but in taking home 
with him the impressions made upon 
him as the result of attending and wit- 
nessing the presentations of these fun- 
damental truths in so many different 
forms. 


The program for the 1957 Conven- 
tion has not yet been completed, but, 
in addiüon to the features herein out- 
lined, there will be many other activi- 
ties to cause every Rosicrucian to feel 
that he or she has participated in an 
event that will make a lifelong im- 
pression. 


The Rosicmician Convention, this 
year, is scheduled for the week begin- 
ning Sunday, July 7 and continuing 
through Friday, July 12. Make your 
plans now to be present at this conven- 
tion. You will find it not only of inter- 
est and benefit to you, but enjoyable 
as well. The convention provides you 
with the opportunity of meeting others 
who share your hopes and ideals, and 
to contact individuals in many walks 
of life and from many parts of the 
world. 


Few international conventions bring 
together such a large cross-section of 
population, not only of one country but 
of the entire world. If this ideal could 
he practiced by many groups, then all 
men would be able to aspire to the 
peace sought by each Rosicrucian. 


We look forward to the opportunity 
of welcoming vou, regardless of your 
Degree of membership in the organiza- 
tion, as a participant in the 1957 Rosi- 
crucian Grand Lodge Convention. 


V 


We are pleased to announce the conversion of the San Mateo-Belmont Pronaos to a 


Chapter. AMORC members living in the area are invited to visit the new Peninsula 
Chapter. Meetings will he held on the first and third Thursday of each month at 


8 p.m. in Masonic Lind Hall, Masonic Way, Belmont, California. 


Chapter Master: Chester W. Swienton, 
2524 Illinois Avenue 


Palo Alto, California 
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Experiencing Divinity 
By Percy Picort, F.R.C., Yorkshire, England 


MEN is surely the oldest 
and, with the exception 
of the word Chrisi, the 
most sacred combination 
of letters in our language. 
To realise the period of 
time of this letter-group, 
and appreciate its sacred- 
ness, we must search for 
its origin and unveil, if possible, its 
meaning. 

Of all the nations of antiquity, of 
whose history we have any knowledge, 
there are two which stand out as pre- 
eminently renowned for having em- 
bodied religious ideals in their national 
consciousness. Those two are Egypt 
and India. The monuments of Egypt 
and the sacred writings of India both 
bear witness to the belief in the power 
and significance of Amen. 

Egypt has lived her life. She has 
said farewell to her past glories. Her 
great mystery schools have become a 
tradition, a dead age entombed in the 
desert sand. Archaeologists and Egyp- 
tologists marvel over the ruins of a few 
of her majestic temples, notably those 
of Amen at Karnak. But these are only 
an insignificant remnant of what once 
was. 

For the most part Egypt’s many 
temples lie entombed in the soil which 
buries the bones of her children. But, 
though her temples are ruins and her 
priests have ceased their chantings, 
Egypt's greatest god still numbers his 
multitude of worshipers—from Cali- 
fornia to India, from Spitzbergen to 
New Zealand. His power is daily in- 
voked by hundreds of thousands of de- 


votees. 


In the Egypt of old, Amen was 
the greatest of the gods. To him the 
most magnificent of all temples was 
dedicated, and the power of his priests 
was feared even by Pharaohs. When 
Moses led the Israelites across the di- 
vided waters of the Red Sea and into 
the desert beyond, the richest gems 
which they carried with them were not 
made of gold inlaid with precious 
stones, but of the wisdom which Moses, 
and perhaps others, had learned in 

's mystery schools. 

s Israel stole Amen from Egypt 
and bequeathed it to Christendom, and 
also to Islam—for it is intoned in Islam- 
ic mosques as frequently as in Christian 
churches. Indeed the more earnest ones 
among the followers of the prophet of 
Arabia piously inscribe it at the close 
of their personal letters. 

The Jews, after bestowing the bless- 
ings of this word on two other religions, 
increased their own reverence for it 
with the passing centuries. There are 
Jewish writers of a late period who 
have exhausted their vocabulary of su- 
perlatives in an effort to describe the 
bliss which is his who pronounces the 
word correctly. 

In India of old, under its form Aum 
(which we instinctively associate with 
Amen or Amn as it is sometimes 
spelled), it meant the holy breath. In 
modern churches, Amen is intoned at 
the close of each prayer; in the Puranas 
it is found at the beginning of each 
Scripture. It was said to be the essence 
of the Vedas. If repeated a sufficient 
number of times, it had power, we are 
told, to unite its devotees with all 
things, or as we should say today, it 
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would give them the experience of Cos- 
mic consciousness. 

What then is the meaning of this 
word which for over fifty centuries has 
been rhythmically murmured by Yogis 
in the jungles of India, which has re- 
verberated through the corridors of 
Egyptian temples, which Jewish the- 
ologians have declared as having the 
power in itself to produce bliss, which 

ious Moslems write at the end of their 
etters, and which is intoned wherever 
a Christian church raises its tower 
heavenward? 

In one respect it is unique among 
words. It is not included as a part of 
speech; that is, it is not a verb, adverb, 
noun, pronoun, or adjective. Therefore, 
and we can pardon the pride of some- 
thing with so ancient and honourable 
a lineage, it can never associate with 
other words. It is generally assumed 
to mean “so be it," and the best dic- 
tionaries only ring the changes on this 
interpretation. 

However, this interpretation is only 
a surface one. In itself it could never 
account for the honour which has been 
paid to Amen. Max Müller, eminent 
Sanskrit scholar of the last century, 
tells us that it originally meant that or 
yes. Others have tried to trace it 
through its root to the Hebrew Ama 
or Mother. Some occult students, find 
in its Hindu form of Aum, a meaning 
in each letter. But none of these mean- 
ings quite explain the veneration which 
both East and West, both ancienis and 
moderns, have accorded this word. 

Taking the Egyptian spelling of 
A-m-n we get Aum, Amen, Amn. The 
very sound reminds us of the two words 
I am. And this is the seam which, if 
quarried, yields the richest ore. Were 
we to investigate along this line, we 
would begin to understand why this 
word has survived unaltered, while em- 
pires and whole civilisations have dis- 
appeared, and continents, undiscovered 
in its infancy, have become populated 
with prosperous cities. We shall also 
justify the reverence paid to it by the 

ermits of India and the ecclesiastics of 
Europe. 

For “I am” is the great affirmation; 
it is the Aum which Max Miiller tells 
us means “yes.” It is the creative fiat, 
not of an imaginary beginning in a 
remote past but, as we shall soon see, 
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of today and of the future. It is that 
which proudly raises the human above 
the animal and the lower kingdoms. It 
makes man divine. 


Thus interpreted, the greatest of the 
gods of Egypt was existence itself, and 
we are reminded that God identified 
Himself to Moses as “I am that I am.” 
It is possible that Moses was educated 
by priests of the Order of Amen. 

With this interpretation, we can lit- 
erally apply to God the words of the 
poet and say, “Nearer is He than breath- 
ing, closer than hands and feet." The 
word is even more than this. It is man's 
charter of immortality. 

It is his charter of immortality, be- 
cause its opposite “I am not” is un- 
thinkable. Have you ever tried to vis- 
ualise yourself as nonexistent? What 
then becomes of the universe? You 
must think of it as continuing its ap- 
pointed course without you. You are 
separated from it. But how can that 
which does not exist be separated from 
anything? 

Even if man could perform the mi- 
raculous feat of imagining himself as 
nonexistent, he could not deny the pos- 
sibility of waking up and again realis- 
ing “I am.” The self "T am" has tri- 
umphed—changeless and unmolested. 


Indeed the only way to think “I am 
not” is to banish mentally the limitless 
universe and conceive of nothing in its 
place. This is impossible, for nothing is 
that which does not exist. In fact we 
realise the depth of the saying “I and 
my Father are One.” The universe, 
which we would banish, replies "T am.” 
Existence is changeless. 


All change, however, has its root in 
the changeless, the one existence. Im- 
agine a jelly fish, fantastic as the idea 
is, suddenly changing into a monkey. 
Why do we say that the one has changed 
into the other? Why do we not think of 
the jelly fish as having disappeared into, 
and the monkey as having emerged 
from, nothingness? Because there can 
be no such thing as nothingness, and 
we instinctively recognise the change- 
less behind the changing. I am a jelly 
fish, I am a monkey. That which is 
changeless is the Self, 7 am. As Krishna 
is reported to have said, “With one 
fragment of myself I pervade the whole 
universe and I remain.” 


Now imagine the miraculously pro- 
duced monkey changing into a civilised 
man. This is simply an idea of ac- 
celerated evolution. It is that which 
would be seen from that plane where 
whole evolutionary epochs, of incon- 
ceivable duration, are but a day and a 
night of Brahma. The more rapid proc- 
ess 1s no more miraculous than the 
slower. It only appears fantastic be- 
cause we are accustomed to measuring 
changing phenomena by one measure 
of time, the only one known to us. 

But whether the process is swift as 
magic, or so slow that it can be detected 
only by comparing periods removed 
from one another by geological epochs, 
the changeless “I am” remains. “I am 
Alpha and Omega, the first and the 
last,” or again, “Before Abraham was 
J am.” 

Amen as I am, the pure existence, 
thus becomes the root of all things. It 
is the Tat Sat, or the essence of the 
Puranas. Translated thus, Amen also 
becomes Truth. For truth is “that 
which is” or “I am.” Truth again is 
birthless, deathless, and changeless. Tt 
is also the infinite. For "I am" cannot 
be added to nor subtracted from, neither 
can it be multiplied nor divided—it is 
One. There cannot be two “I am's." 
We should then have change. We 
should have to say I am here, I am 
there. This is the same as "I am a 
monkey, I am a man.” The one is 
change of position, the other of form. 
“I am" must have existed before either 
the monkey or the man. 

And since "I am" cannot be added 
to nor subtracted from, it necessarily 
follows that the whole of Him, infinite 
though He is, is everywhere. Amen is 
the omnipresent. 

And he is Life. For life, or living- 
ness, is change of experience. I am well, 
I am ill; I am rich, I am poor. The 
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mysterious union of all the innumer- 
able pairs of opposites, producing mani- 
festation, is Life. He who comprehends 
this has united himself with Aum. The 
present time, which is eternal since it 
always is, is produced by this mysteri- 
ous union of two opposites, the future 
and the past. But what is this incom- 
prehensible union? It is love, oneness, 
I am it. 

Amen also is wisdom or the power of 
knowing. The only real knowledge of 
anyone or anything is to be it. All 
other knowledge is partial and there- 
fore unreliable. Many who claim to 
have attained Cosmic consciousness tell 
us how, in this vision of the real, the 
walls which separate the self from the 
not self disappear, and oneness is ex- 
perienced. Similarly the chela in India 
would be told by his guru, as he viewed 
an external object, "Thou art that." 
This is incomprehensible to the uniniti- 
ated. But only because, even though 
the higher knows the lower, to the low- 
er the higher appears as something un- 
real. 

The reasoning method of acquiring 
knowledge is as inferior to the direct 
realisation as the sense of touch is to 
the sense of sight. The only real knowl- 
edge 1s Amen, the 7 am it. 


Finally, Amen or Aum is the all- 
begetting harmony. The universe was 
produced by the self-contemplation of 
the Deity. He had to plan His Uni- 
verse and Himself, that being all there 
was. There was nothing outside Him- 
self to contemplate; and similarly man 
too creates his own universe. His own 
thoughts materialise, and become his 
destiny, his character, his prosperity or 
poverty, his health or sickness. 


Surely this is the mystery of Aum. 
Surely this is the worship of Egypt's 
greatest God, Amen-Ra. 


V 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


And when he fell in whirlwind he went down as when a lordly cedar, green 


with boughs, goes down with a great shout upon the hills, and leaves a lonesome 


place against the sky. 


—Epwin MARKHAM 
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Strange Phenomena o M ind 


By RarrH M. Lewis, F.R.C. 


[e Rorr ALEXAN- 
DER, a medical 
physician, recently as- 
tounded a public gath- 
ering of m press in 
Britain by dispersing a 
cloud above Hamp- 
stead Heath by sheer 
effort of will. It 1s re- 
lated that Dr. Alexan- 
der "stepped on the 
Heath and stared at the cloud which 
had previously been selected by the 
newsreel man filming the experiment. 
In seven minutes—speeded up on the 
film—the selected cloud disintegrated 
completely, while neighboring clouds re- 
mained static and unchanged. The tele- 
vision commentator, Michael Westmore, 
who showed the film on his programme. 
said that Alexander was tested on at 
least a dozen clouds before the dispersal 
was actually filmed. Dr. Alexander suc- 
ceeded each time. Said Dr. Alexander: 
'Anyone can do it. This will open a 
new page in science.’ ” 

This demonstration, as all strange 
ones whose causal connections are not 
apparent, aroused considerable com- 
ment in the press. Several communica- 
tions from Rosicrucians in various parts 
of the world, who read the newspaper 
account, have asked about it. These 
feats are not common simply because the 
ability to so concentrate sufficient ener- 
gy and to be able to project it to in- 
fluence matter at a distance, and on a 
large scale, is extremely difficult. That 
it has been done numerous times, though 
not always in like manner, is an estab- 
lished fact but it has not been properly 
explained. Technically, this type of 
projection of mind power to move phys- 
ical bodies without mechanical or physi- 
cal means is known as telekinesis. 

In the early years of the present cen- 
tury, Dr. H. Spencer Lewis, late Im- 
perator of the Rosicrucian Order, 
AMORC, gave a demonstration of the 
concentration of will and the projection 
of mental energy. Seated before a group 
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of investigators, includ- 
ing gentlemen from the 
press and others who 
were scientists, he 
caused a photographic 
plate to have im- 
pressed upon it the 
1mage of a crude equi- 
lateral cross. This cross 
was revealed to the in- 
vestigators when the 
ae was developed. The plate selected 

y the investigators had a very sensitive 
emulsion. It was not prepared in the 
presence of Dr. Lewis. He had at no 
time before, during or after the dem- 
onstration, actually touched the photo- 
Sra plate. In fact, during the 

emonstration, which lasted approxi- 
mately five minutes, the closest he was 
to the plate was eight feet. 

Dr. Lewis had announced previously 
that he would endeavor to impress upon 
a sensitive photographic plate an image 
of his concentrated thought. He told no 
one what the symbol would be until the 
demonstration was completed. The in- 
vestigators were skeptical—fortunately, 
they usually are—and that makes for 
a more thorough demonstration. Of 
course, as in all such demonstrations, 
there are those unswerving materialists 
who will not even recognize the results. 
'They insist that one undertaking such 
a demonstration is endeavoring to use 
supernatural powers and, therefore, the 
entire procedure must be a fraud. 

Lewis explained at the time that 
this demonstration did not concern the 
supernatural but rather natural laws. 
The laws used were as natural as the 
physica! laws of any science but were 
uncommon, as they still are, and not 
as yet thoroughly known or understood. 
Dr. Lewis related how, according to 
Rosicrucian teachings, the phenomenon 
occurred but, he said, there is a me- 
chanical aspect, or rather we can say a 
psychological and physiological aspect, 
which is not thoroughly understood 
even by those who use the power. This 


is perhaps what Dr. Alexander alluded 
to, after dispersing the cloud, when he 
said: “This will open a new page in 
science.” 

Will is the ability to concentrate, as 
a mental desire, to hold in mind a 
thought and to surround it with the 
energy of the mind to accomplish a 
certain function. The will can be so 
intense that, in holding an image in 
mind, the whole consciousness, the cere- 
bral energy and its functions, as well 
as the psychic powers of being, become 
actively associated with that mental 
image. Actually, from a quantitative 
point of view, the energy so utilized is 
exceedingly minute. It is perhaps of 
such a frequency, such a rapidity of 
vibrations of high cycles, that it is not 
easily measurable. This energy can, 
like the microwaves of electromagnetic 
energy in use in television and radio 
communication systems, be transmitted 
out of the organism into space. It would 
appear, as well, that extreme emotional 
states so affect the autonomic nervous 
system and the brain as to pennie 
this phenomenal energy quickly and 
to concentrate it. 

This cec energy is perhaps drawn 
from the nuclei of millions of cells 
which. in the human organism, func- 
tion like tiny batteries and which may 
account for the phenomenon of mental 
telepathy. Many of those who have 
been successful in the occasional projec- 
tion of thought have admitted that it 
has been done unconsciously under 
emotional stress when, for example, one 
is in a serious accident and thinks of a 
loved one at that time. The latter then 
receives some words that were in the 
consciousness of the injured person. 

To deliberately concentrate this psy- 
chic energy (we use here the word 
psychic in the sense of a subliminal not 
a supernatural power) and to be able 
to transmit it so as to produce an ob- 
servable event is difficult. It at least 
requires much practice with the laws 
and principles of visualization, concen- 
tration, and an understanding of the 
nature of the psychic centers and those 
more subtle forces of the human or- 
ganism. It is possible, the ancients have 
long declared, for men to draw a subtle 
Cosmic power through the glands and 
psychic centers, as well as the nervous 
system. In other words, man can have 


access to an energy exceeding that 
which is ordinarily produced by his 
own organism. This excess, then, can 
be transmitted and directed so as to 
affect material things. 


The Unevplainable 


Just how a subtle energy of mind, 
presuming it is of an extremely high 
vibratory rate, can alter the nature of 
a gross material substance or cause it 
to change its position is still a mystery. 
We can offer the hypothesis that there 
is a relationship between such mental 
energy and the energy that ties together 
the parts of the molecular substance of 
which the physical thing is composed. 
There is, perhaps, a harmonious re- 
sponse between this energy of mind and 
the electromagnetic properties of phys- 
ical substance. This is yet to be learned. 
Philosophically, this theory is consist- 
ent, if we are to accept the idea of 
the universe as a unity of all phenom- 
ena. Psychology has long derided the 
claims of these demonstrations, but 
times have changed its position and its 
viewpoint. First, there came the inves- 
tigators of psychic phenomena under 
the category of psychical research. Then 
the researches in parapsychology began 
slowly to prove many points which the 
mystics had taught for centuries. 

The problem is that it is difficult to 
explain to another person just how one 
is successful with such phenomena. 
One may know the technique which he 
employs, yet another cannot immedi- 
ately perform with the same results 
even when that technique is explained 
to him. As a consequence, one may 
think that what has been stated to him 
is either fraudulent or impossible. But 
let us use an analogy. Suppose a per- 
son knew nothing of music. He went 
into a room and saw someone produc- 
ing very harmonious and pleasing 
sounds by striking with his fingers what 
looked like a long row of uniform black 
and white ivory objects. This would 
be a piano but the one who had never 
seen one before and knew nothing of 
music would be mystified by the whole 
procedure. Being curious, he would 
want to be able to produce the same ef- 
fects. Imagine the musician’s trying to 
explain to him, in a short time, just 
what he did to produce the music and 
why he did it. Further, imagine the 
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curious person, after listening no mat- 
ter how carefully, immediately trying 
to do the same thing. 

The ability to concentrate the power 
of mind intensely for a few seconds is 
actually e inch in these demonstra- 
tions of the phenomena of mind. It is the 
drawing of this energy to certain plex- 
uses from which it can be discharged 
to follow a conceived pattern. Dr. Alex- 
ander, in his account, has stated that, 
after such demonstrations, he feels a 
tightening in the region of the solar 
plexus. The writer has likewise in his 
experiments had the same sensation 
after a projection of thought. First, the 
experiments have been most successful 
with those who are close to him, as 
members of his family. The concen- 
tration was always of short duration 
but extremely intense. When success- 
ful, the effort used in the concentration 


left this writer fatigued and with a 
sensation of depletion or weakness in 
the region of the solar plexus. It would 
seem that when one is extremely emo- 
tional the process of transference of 
thought is more easily accomplished, 
even without conscious effort. 

Some individuals would never be able 
to accomplish these exceptional feats of 
telekinesis, as have been described, be- 
cause they are incapable of such ex- 
ercise of will power and concentration. 
This is no reflection whatsoever on 
them. It is a situation similar to that 
of a person practicing and, as a result 
of his practice, improving his technique 
in painting or playing a musical instru- 
ment, but that does not necessarily 
make of him another Rembrandt or 
Beethoven. 


Note: This information was frst printed in the Rasicrucian 
Forum, Oct. 1956. 


ATTENTION ALL SCOTTISH MEMBERS! 


On Sunday March 24, 1957, at 2:30 p.m. the Saint Andrew Chapter, Glasgow, will 
celebrate the New Year Festival in TOC H Rooms, 172 Buchanan Street, Glasgow. All 
members of the Order wishing to attend will be sure of a very cordial reception. En- 


quiries to: The Secretary, Mr. 
MOTHERWELL. 


A. G. Harney, 40 Jupiter Street, North Forgewood, 


What To Do With IT! 


Not long ago, a member received an extra copy of the Hosicrucian Digest. He 
replied that he had received it, was grateful, but didn't know what to do with it! 

"Didn't know what to do with it!" we exclaimed. Of course we realized that he 
simply didn't want to give it to just anybody. It was too valuable to just throw away. 
And we might want it back, of course. All understandable. 

But just in case there's any question in anyone's mind, ever again, here are some 


of the things to do with IT. 


First: The Rosieruciom Digest is undoubtedly one of the best ways to introduce your 
friends to AMORC. This distinctively styled, authoritative magazine, which recently 
won the highest award of the National League of American Pen Women, will captivate 


anyone who is interested in these subjects. 


Second: Whenever you speak to someone who you believe would he interested in Rosi- 
crucian membership, send him a copy of a recent Rosicrucian Digest. Extra copies can 
always be had for 30 cents. But most effective of all is a full gift-subscription of six 
months or one year to those special people you just know are potential members for 


the Rosicrucian philosophy. 


Remember: Each copy of the Rosicrucian Digest contains a full-page announcement about 
Rosicrucian membership. This announcement changes each month. During the life of 
a subscription, your friend will have been made well conscious of the name Hosierucian, 
of how to apply for membership, and of the content and objectives of the Order. 

You can make no more satisfying nor worth-while contribution at so little cost. 
Think of someone, right now, to whom you would like to send the Rosicrucian Digest. 
As one of the finest resolutions of the New Year, send in the name or names, with your 
small remittance, for a single copy, or enough for a subscription. 


Single Copies 


Subscription for Six Months... 


Subscription for One Year 
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$ .30 
e ELA: 
$3.00 


( 2/3 sterling) 
(13/- sterling) 
(£1/2/— sterling) 
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l most highly developed and spiritually advanced members and workers of the bal 
t Rosicrucian fraternity. It is the focal point of Cosmic radiations and thought e 
va waves fram which radiate vibrations of health, peace, happiness, and inner E 
"| awakening. Various periods of the day are set aside when many thousands bal 
i of minds are attuned with the Cathedral of the Soul, and others attuning with Sj 
is the Cathedral at the time will receive the benefit of the vibrations. Those who a 
t are not members of the organization may share in the unusual benefits as well T 
i as those who are members. The hook called Liber 777 describes the periods tS 

for various contacts with the Cathedral. Copies will be sent to persons who zl 
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THE QUALITY OF VISION 
By Ceci A. Poore, Supreme Secretary 


RDINARILY we use the 
word vision to refer to 
the process of sight. It is 
interesting to observe that 
a standard dictionary 
gives as the first—and 
therefore the most used— 
definition of the word 
= meee) vision, "that which is 
seen otherwise than by the ordinary 
sight.” This definition implies that 
vision is, in a sense, a synonym of com- 
prehension. We perceive through many 
channels but the totality of perception 
is usually considered to be assembled 
in the mind where a concept, based 
upon perception, becomes a part of 
consciousness. 

Vision can be thought of as a com- 


plete concept—that is, a concept that 
takes into consideration more than is 
commonly perceived through the sense 
of sight. While it is customary in our 
everyday expressions to refer to vision 
as a seeing process, this idea should be 
carried further in order to realize that 
vision is more than the composite of all 
that can be perceived through the five 
physical senses. 

Vision includes the ability to put to- 
gether our knowledge and perceptions 
in such a way that we arrive at con- 
clusions and concepts that are ours inso- 
far as our point of view and philosophy 
of life is concerned. While all percep- 
tive processes are important and we de- 
pend upon them for information of 
the world about us, it is even more es- 
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sential that we use the impressions 
made upon our consciousness by our 
perceptive apparatus and accumulate 
in thinking those concepts which we 
can utilize. 


There are generally two forms of 
perception, voluntary and involuntary. 
Our tendency is to permit ourselves to 
slip into the use of the involuntary 
form of perception, instead of cultivat- 
ing as much as possible the process of 
selective vision. Selective vision is the 
ability to sort out from all the impres- 
sions that enter consciousness those that 
have value and can be made more 
worth while to us as individuals. Such 
a selective process requires considerable 
effort and concentration. This process 
requires that we direct ourselves toward 
the understanding not only of the world 
in which we live but also of ourselves, 
since we are in a sense the perceivers 


of this world. 


Involuntary perception, whether it is 
applied to the sense of sight or to any 
other of the senses, involves merely our 
accepting what takes place about us. 
There is much, today, in the field of 
modern entertainment that illustrates 
this type of perception. Many indi- 
viduals go to considerable effort to place 
themselves in positions where they can 
be occupied mentally or permit their 
attention to dwell effortlessly upon 
those things which will help them to 
pass the time and in actuality provide 
recreation. 


Such a process is in itself of no harm, 
but if an individual slips into the habit 
of allowing himself to be impressed by 
all perceptions that enter the mind 
without attempting to select in any way 
those that may be of value to him. he 
finds that he gradually develops a lack 
of ability to concentrate properly and 
to select those things which have some 
importance. 


It is easy to watch a program, a play, 
or a motion-picture film, but sometimes 
it is more profitable to study—that is, 
to study a subject which would be bene- 
ficial or cultural and would add to our 
general knowledge. In this process, we 
have to select through effort those ac- 
tivities that will bring us ultimate en- 
joyment. To attain the ability to select 
those things most beneficial in life, it 
is essential to acquire the aptitude to 
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see clearly rather than to see far. It is 
frequently more important that we ob- 
serve what is happening in our im- 
mediate environment than to be able 
to perceive something that is far out- 
side of it. 


Some individuals, in selecting a tele- 
scope or some other form of instrument 
with which to see, are more concerned 
with the power of magnification than 
with the quality of the lens to repro- 
duce clearly what can be seen. And, so 
it is with the human mind. Some in- 
dividuals are more concerned in their 
gaining a little knowledge about many 
things than in their being able to apply 
some worth-while information to ihe 
evolution of their own selves. 


For this reason, we find that there is 
considerable limitation as to prophecy. 
'The failure of most individuals to com- 
prehend completely all that takes place 
in the present will certainly dull their 
ability to clearly see the future. If in 
our living we allow our impressions to 
be formed through involuntary percep- 
tion—that is, if we merely assimilate 
those things that come our way without 
analysis—we will be unable to see the 
subtle causes and effects that exist in 
our particular environment. 


For that reason also, we are unable 
to make plans clearly for the future. 
We lack the ability to put together 
those causes which have importance to 
what may follow in the course of nor- 
mal events. If we cannot clearly ana- 
lyze situations as they exist in the 
present, we should not be concerned 
about what those situations may be in 
the future. Even if it were possible to 
have prophecies made available for our 
reading, prophecies that were complete- 
ly accurate, it would do us no good to 
learn of them unless we had developed 
the ability to see clearly and to com- 
prehend the circumstances that com- 
pose the events and conditions of our 
existence at the present moment. 


To gain a comprehensive view of life, 
to be able to develop a philosophy that 
will permit us to live that life, and to 
attain from life what we should and 
what we desire, requires the ability to 
analyze each portion of it. Any intelli- 
gent individual doing a problem in 
mathematics knows that each number 
is important in the process. Merely to 


ignore some parts of the problem is, 
obviously, a means to error rather than 
to arriving at the problem’s ultimate 
solution. 

This principle is true in our living. 
To ignore the events, causes and effects, 
that occur about us all the time, and 
our inability to place them all into a 
meaningful design, is an indication that 
we lack clear thinking and the proper 
perception that is necessary for our 
comprehension of a picture of the whole. 

Many individuals who fail to see a 
meaning in life, or even fail to see a 
meaning in circumstances that are iso- 
lated events of their lives, do so because 
they are unable to view life as a whole 
and to comprehend all the subtleties of 
the situation. It is, therefore, important 
to realize that comprehension is as 
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much a process of the inner self as it 
1s of the outer perceptive self. 

We can perceive what goes on about 
us, but it ts within ourselves that we 
assemble these perceptions and thereby 
accumulate knowledge, experience, and 
possibly a degree of wisdom. If wisdom 
is to be ours in any degree, we must 
learn to look at things with the inner 
eye; we must reanalyze in terms of our 
inner self all that we perceive. In 
that way, we make our mind a medium 
of assembling those factors which com- 
pose our life. By properly cataloguing 
them and putting them in their proper 
place, we build a storehouse from which 
we can draw. This will give us not only 
perception for the future, but the ability 
to solve the problems of the present. 


V 


Can You Explain Sra 


ns. F.K.S. of Arizona 
writes that she recently 
had a decidedly uneasy 
feeling regarding a rela- 
tive who lived some two 
thousand miles away. 
Since he was a busy pro- 
fessional man, little like- 
ly to be sympathetic to 
a sudden concern on her part without 
good reason, she hesitated to call. Nev- 
ertheless, she did call and found him 
healthy, although he mentioned that 
he had been through a fire. 

Later they met and he said, “About 
that fire the time you called, re- 
member?” 


"Yes, of course, what about it?" 

“You saved my life.” 

“I did? But I was 2000 miles away." 

"Just the same, you saved my life. 
I had been on a call and at the hospital 
most of the night. I was sleeping sound- 
ly the next morning when you stood 
by my bed and said, "Wake up, wake 
up. I was about to fall asleep again 
when you said, 'Get out of here as fast 
as you can or you'll be burned to death.’ 
Your voice was so positive and com- 
manding that I immediately awoke and 
sat up in bed. The mattress was in 
flames and the room was full of smoke. 
A few minutes more and it would have 
been too late!" Can you explain it? 


This special service page was to carry announcements of services and opportunities 
which members could share. Due to priority of other articles and features, this plan is 


being postponed. 


We acknowledge with thanks the many hundreds of requests which were submitted, 


MEMBERS’ SERVICE DESK 


We wish to announce that the Members’ Service Desk will not appear as scheduled. 


and regret that circumstances do not permit their publication at this time. 
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Spinoza’s Unitary Philosophy 


By Ben Fincer, Jr. 


HE 17th century saw the 
critical clash between au- 
thoritarian medievalism 
and the new philosophy 
of the dawning era of 
science, rational liberal- 
ism, and human rights. 
The Rosicrucians served 

Ïj as one of the most influ- 
ential Orders of universal reform. 
E. W. F. Tomlin notes, in The Great 
Philosophers: The Western World, that 
Benedict Spinoza was "attracted to the 
doctrines of the Rosicrucians.” Francis 
Bacon and René Descartes were equally 
indebted to this fraternity. Bacon fa- 
thered the experimental and Descartes 
the idealistic philosophic method of 
modern times. Spinoza, stimulated by 
their living thoughts, formulated a 
unique synthesis of positivism and deep 
subjectivity. 

Spinoza sought the eternal truths; 
they mattered deeply to him. It was 
his intellectual reform to give a unitary 
philosophy to a dissociated world. Ruth 
Lydia Saw interprets it as the Vindi- 
cation of Metaphysics. Yet Spinoza's 
contemporaries rewarded him with 
slander, excommunication, threats, and 
the banning of his books. His quest 
for wisdom made him indifferent to 
human pettiness. He bore his hardships 
with Stoic courage. His exalted place 
in the history of ideas is secure. 

This advanced philosopher was a sub- 
lime apostle of the higher pantheism: 
“There exists in Nature an infinite pow- 
er of thinking, which, insofar as it is 
infinite, contains subjectively the whole 
of Nature. . . . The human mind be- 
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longs to an infinite understanding." 
The unaware ones misnamed this doc- 
trine atheism. 

Spinoza taught evolution rather than 
creation from nothing. He noted that 
men have invented imaginary gods to 
serve their narrow interests. True re- 
ligion, he said, is “inscribed on the 
heart and mind of man.” This candid 
thinker observed that people call events 
“miraculous” when they do not know 
their laws, but our scarce-awakened 
minds cannot lay down the limits of 
Nature's power. There is no real wall 
between Nature and God. Man can 
know his union with the whole of 
Nature by rising to adequate ideas. 

Spinoza was not a fatalist, but he 
knew that all events are determined by 
causes. To remove ignorance by edu- 
cation is to remove the cause of un- 
social behavior, Reasoned aid is better 
than blind shouting against iniquity. 

The enlightened prophet of reform 
championed the guiding ideals of al! 
subsequent historical progress—the sep- 
aration of Church and State, rep- 
resentative government, freedom of 
conscience, and liberty of thought and 
speech. 

For all this, he was branded an in- 
fidel, a fatalist, an enemy of public 
morals. But his Cosmic piety lived on 
to inspire Leibniz, Goethe, Lessing, 
Coleridge, Schleiermacher, Renan, Bla- 
vatsky, Dunin-Borkowski, James Mar- 
tineau, Frederick Kettner, Lev Shestov, 
Richard Maurice Bucke. L. L. Whyte, 
Dagobert Runes, Lewis Browne, George 
Santayana, and many other aware per- 
sons. Schleiermacher saw him “elevated 


above the profane world,” and Renan 
credited him with “the truest vision 
ever had of God." Lewis Browne has 
stated, in Blessed Spinoza, ihat the 
combination of great goodness and wis- 
dom “makes Spinoza's life shine out 
like a lamp in the dark that cloaks 
our world." 


Personality in Formation 


Spinoza was born of a Jewish mer- 
cantile family which had been exiled 
from Spain and Portugal, and had final- 
ly settled in Amsterdam because the 
Netherlands allowed religious freedom. 
The Spinozas, prominent in Jewish com- 
munity life, sent their brilliant son to 
the Jewish school for boys. 

From an early age, the lad felt 
hemmed in by the restrictions of the 
old Jewish world. He wanted to famil- 
iarize himself with world thought. He 
mastered mathematics and physics by 
intensive private study. and learned 
seven languages so he could read all 
the important books. 

The quiet, dark-complexioned young 
man was of less than medium height. 
He dressed neatly, but not ostentatious- 
ly. He had a lovable personality, and 
enjoyed conversing with plain, out- 
spoken people. Throughout a consid- 
erable portion of his life, he was a 
vegetarian. 

Young Spinoza did not spend all his 
time reading. He fell in love with the 
beautiful daughter of his Latin tutor. 
She favored a rich wooer who gave her 
a pearl necklace, whereupon the disap- 
pointed little scholar turned to philos- 
ophy with even greater zeal. 

According to Jewish custom, Spinoza 
had learned to make a living by a 
trade—in his case, lens-grinding. But 
he wanted to make a meaningful life 
as well as a living, as we gather from 
this passage of the Ethics: 

“After experience had taught me that 
the common occurrences of daily life 
are vain and futile; and I saw that all 
the objects of my desire and fear were 
in themselves nothing good nor bad 
save insofar as the mind was affected 
by them; I at length determined to 
search out whether there was some- 
thing truly good and communicable to 
man.” 

Spinoza knew that ignorant, selfish 


persons misdirect their goals. Any false 
way not only makes them wretched, 
but ruins the State. He dedicated him- 
self to the disinterested pursuit of truth, 
and universal service. “Reason alone,” 
he soberly judged, “enables us to help 
others with certainty.” 


The earnest seeker studied the Old 
and New Testaments as one, and then 
delved into the Talmud. No one then 
searched more deeply into medieval 
Jewish literature, for Spinoza realized 
that the Middle Ages were far from 
sterile for enlightened Jews. The ra- 
tionalistic comments of Abraham ibn 
Ezra, Maimonides, and Gersonides 
turned his mind to the “higher criti- 
cism.” Maimonides weaned him away 
from the traditional belief that all crea- 
tion exists for man’s sake. Spinoza not 
only explored Jewish traditionalism and 
rationalism, but he also plumbed the 
profound mysticism of Philo, Gebirol, 
and some late Cabalists. 


But Spinoza did not stop with Jewish 
letters. The Greek atomist Democritus 
and the Roman Epicurean Lucretius 
persuaded him that the universe is a 
system of pure mechanics. but never- 
theless wholly spiritual and divine. He 
cherished the animism of classic philos- 
ophers who loved the Living Universe. 
He was indebted to Plato’s doctrine of 
participation, and to the Neoplatonism 
of Plotinus. The later thinker who af- 
fected him most was the pantheist 
Bruno. Francis Bacon gave him the 
stimulating idea of a new method of 
learning. Descartes inspired him to de- 
velop his sweeping synthesis after the 
model of geometrical science. 


The bold philosopher was so com- 
pletely true to monotheism that he 
could hold no form of dualism or idol- 
atry. He could accept no crude, ma- 
terialistic view of Nature in contrast 
with the so-called "supernatural." For 
this deeply spiritual pantheist and mon- 
ist, all Nature was holy. In July 1656, 
the Jewish authorities of Amsterdam 
excommunicated the 24-year-old here- 
tic. A Jewish fanatic attacked him with 
a dagger. But today broad-minded Jews 
respect Spinoza as one of the wisest 
men of all the ages. 


The “dangerous rebel" left Amster- 
dam, resided in several towns and vil- 
lages of Holland, and finally settled in 
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The Hague in 1671. Though he lived 
in an age when every one was expec 

to have some formal religious affiliation, 
this excommunicated Jew was never 
baptized as a Christian. However, James 
Martineau tells us he had “an intense 
fellow-feeling" with the creedless Col- 
legiant Christians. 


Spinoza sincerely admired the intui- 
tive consciousness of the Nazarene. He 
honored intuitive insight, the fruit of 
earnest rational inquiry, as the very 
highest kind of knowledge. He inter- 
preted the resurrection spiritually, to 
mean that life’s latent divinity comes 
to manifestation in all loving hearts. 
“The Eternal Wisdom of God . . . has 
manifested itself in all things," he said, 
“and especially in the human mind, and 
above all in Christ Jesus." 


In that unspecialized age, Spinoza 
was simultaneously a philosopher, sci- 
entist, lens-grinder, and educator. He 
guided a little group in philosophic stud- 
ies. While he divorced philosophy from 
theology, and was predominantly a 
rationalist, he lese firsthand spirit- 
ual awareness as antithetical to submis- 
sion to dogma. “No man can better 
display the power of his skill and dis- 
position," he asserted, “than in so train- 
ing men that they come at last to live 
under the dominion of their own un- 
derstanding.” 


Spinoza’s earliest work, Principles of 
the Cartesian Philosophy together with 
Metaphysical Thoughts, was published 
with his by-line at Amsterdam in 1663. 


This great man’s Theological-Political 
Treatise came to publication anony- 
mously in 1670. Therein he demanded 
the removal of those inquisitorial prac- 
tices which had suppressed intellectual 
freedom. He advocated "perfect liberty 
to philosophize," pronounced the Bible 
ethical and symbolic rather than scien- 
tific in intent, and spoke of Jesus as 
being the noblest man to express the 
Divine Wisdom. Rome put this work 
in the Index of Forbidden Books. and 
the States General forbade its publica- 
tion. Published first at Hamburg, it 
was interdicted. Then it was printed 
with false titles, once at Leyden and 
twice at Amsterdam. Between the cov- 
ers of a prosaic-looking “medical” book 
was mental medicine to rid the world 
of dogmatism and tyranny! 


[66 ] 


In 1670, the hero of free inquiry 
moved into The Hague, where he pol- 
ished the Ethics for five years more. He 
could not safely publish his best book 
while he lived. 


He Oldenburg, Secretary of the 
Royal Society of London, praised the 
poor lens-grinder Spinoza for “an in- 
sight deeper than common." Livin 
humbly, in obscure seclusion, he earne 
the respect of the greatest thinkers of 
his age. At length the exalted Chair of 
Philosophy at Heidelburg was offered 
to him. But of course there was no of- 
ficial preferment without strings at- 
tached. He would have had to promise 
conformity to the established religion. 
Therefore he declined, preferring to 
keep his freedom as a mere grinder of 
lenses. 

Monotonous manual work consumed 
Spinoza's time, and his lungs were 
harmed by glass dust. He had less 
leisure for study, and possessed a small- 
er library, than many of us. But great 
artists have painted masterpieces with 
limited time and just a few pigments. 
Although Spinoza was handicapped by 
poverty, and tuberculosis took him at 
45, his philosophy will live forever. 


After Spinoza left this earthly stage, 
his Ethics was printed in the Opera 
Posthuma, together with two unfinished 
treatises (On the Improvement of the 
Understanding and the Political Trea- 
tise), the Hebrew Grammar, and the 
Letters. 

Some of Spinoza’s works, which had 
been lost, were found and published in 
the 19th century: Treatise on God, on 
Man and His Happiness, Notes on the 
T heological-Political Treatise, The Rain- 
bow, and The Calculation of Chances. 


The Seeret of Harmong 


Spinoza's masterpiece, the Ethics, 
conceives of one self-existing absolute 
Being as the ground of all that is de- 
pendent. Thence he derives all the laws 
of existence, evolution, nature, and hu- 
man conduct. Thence he derives the 
true norm and measure of human char- 
acter and action. 

The “God-intoxicated man" holds 
that we perceive but two of the infinite 
attributes of God-Nature, namely 
Thought and Extension. The human 
mind is one of the modes (modifica- 


tions) of infinite Thought. The human 
body is one of the modes of infinite 
Extension. Although man is truly noth- 
ing less than a finite mode of God, he 
is too oft content to dwell in an illusory 
world of inadequate ideas. Unaware- 
ness is a kind of death, shutting us off 
from the true Cosmic life. 

“We have but partial knowledge of 
things,” notes Spinoza, “and are in the 
main ignorant of the order and coher- 
ence of Nature as a whole. . . . The less 
men know of Nature, the more easily 
they can feign things.” Man’s tem- 
poral experience is held in woeful bond- 
age by the passions of ignorance. The 
illumined teacher makes it his mission 
to “replace the inadequate ideas of the 
imagination by the ideas of the in- 
tellect.” 

The intellectual love of God-Nature 
is participation in the Divine. When 
man sees the Universe as God sees it, 
under the aspect of eternity, he enjoys 
completeness of life in the Divine. As 
Spinoza so well phrases it: “The union 
of the soul with God is its second hirth, 
and therein consists man's immortality 
and freedom.” 

For the spiritual pantheist, God is the 
self-existent Universe as a conscious 
unity. The Universe is living, dynamic, 


V 


forever doing. In this Cosmos of active 
forces, thought is the whole of mental 
energy, and extension is the entirety of 
material energy. “The face of the whole 
Universe," we read, "though it varies 
in endless modes, yet remains always 
the same." The Divine attributes re- 
main through all changes of state. Our 
lives are notes in a Cosmic symphony, 
the harmony of which we increasingly 
appreciate as we approach perfect 
knowledge of the whole. 

No volume has expressed the eternal 
verities, as related to human life, bet- 
ter than the Ethics. Spinoza the hiero- 

hant helps us find our own way to the 

ternal Source. As we gain a more 
adequate knowledge of God, we see 
things in relation to the divine perfec- 
tion. We are no longer prey to con- 
fused notions and chaotic passions. On 
rising to our true state of being, we see 
the world as it really is, and participate 
in that which is undying. We realize 
that virtue itself is blessedness. We are 
prepared to honor, in concrete practice, 
the Christlike message of the quiet little 
sage of Amsterdam: 

He who lives under the guidance of 
reason endeavors as much as possible 
to repay his fellows’ hatred, rage, con- 
tempt, . . . with love and nobleness. 


V 


Man as Humanity 


ET us take a table, a 
house, a tree, a man. Let 
us imagine them out of 
time and space. The 
mind will have to open 
its doors to objects each 
possessing such an enor- 
mous, such an infinite 
number of signs and 
characteristics that to comprehend them 
by means of the reason is absolutely 
impossible. And if one wants to com- 
prehend them by his reason he will 
certainly be forced to dismember these 
objects somehow, to take them at first 
in some one sense, from one side, in 
one section of their being. 

What is "man" out of space and 
time? He is all humanity, man as the 


“species'—Homo Sapiens, but at the 
same time possessing the characteristics, 
peculiarities and individual] earmarks 
of all separate men. This is you, and 
I, and Julius Caesar and the conspirators 
who killed him, and the newsboy I 
pass every day—all kings, all slaves, 
all saints, all sinners—all taken togeth- 
er, fused into one indivisible being of 
a man, like a great living tree in which 
are bark, wood, and dry twigs; green 
leaves, flowers, and fruit. Is it possible 
to conceive of and understand such a 
being by our reason? 

The idea of such a "great being" in- 
spired the artist or artists who created 
the Sphinx. 

—P. D. Ouspensky, Tertium Organum 
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Is Peace Beyond Reach? 


By Manansui PREMANANDA, of East Pakistan 


NARCHY is prevailing over 
a region of thought of the 
modern world. Material 
sentiments of the present- 
day people have devel- 
oped ruinous propensities 
!| in the human mind. Now- 
adays each individual can 
do unhesitatingly any- 
thing for his material gain. Today's 
humanitarian thinkers of the world are 
trying their best to establish world 
peace. But their attempts are directed 
through political channels only. They 
are ignoring the mind power which 1s 
the real abode of peace. There can be 
no attainment of peace before every 
individual mind is pacified. This fun- 
damental formula has been preached 
from time to time by great world teach- 
ers. The blessings of God (peace and 
happiness of every sort) can be received 
only in the pure heart. It is only the 
pure mind which keeps the heart pure. 
The mind with its worldly clamours 
spoils the serenity of the heart. The 
Holy Bible says—" Blessed are the pure 
im heart." 

All revered world teachers, whose 
footprints we are following, preached a 
similar note to humanity. They 
preached love—love free from desire. 
Only such can do away with the evil 
tendencies of life. Purging of vileness 
brings the sublimitv of mind which 
symbolizes purity. This purity is di- 
vinity—the Godhood which sustains 
peace in life. Love tor one's self devel- 
ops love for the world. The Holy Bible 
oan thy neighbour as thy- 
self.” 
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The love for self means that one can- 
not do anything by thought, deed, or 
word which produces any vileness in 
life. Life always remains lofty—close 
to Godhood. One can control the human 
sensual frailties like a brave warrior 
and can enjoy all the blessings of life. 
One naturally learns to love others 
while loving himself. After conquering 
his own self, man then can conquer the 
whole world. The life of Jesus has un- 
doubtedly established a living precept 
of the spirit of love—free from all de- 
sires. The life being free from a sense- 
governed ego comes under the direct 
guidance of soul, whose function is to 
maintain the perpetual purity of life. 
When the sensual mind alienates itself, 
the subtle or sublime mind plays only 
with aspiration to worldly benefits. 
One's pacified mind is then likely to 
receive peace and to see it everywhere. 

The axiom is, that which we offer we 
in turn get as a favour. Often we find 
this principle in temples, symbolically 
expressed. The food or drink which we 
offer in temples in the name of God, 
we get to take back. Nothing more or 
less or worse than that comes to us. 
This is the symbol of living activity. 
We are not masters of our lives though 
we are architects of our fates. We are 
simply tools in the hands of the 
Supreme. 

God has given us conscience, one of 
the supreme mental faculties, to reg- 
ulate our activities as men. Our bodies 
are also temples—the "temples of the 
living God," where our thoughts, words, 
and actions are being automatically of- 
fered to Him. The spiritual perception 


relates that our individual soul is akin 
to Cosmic soul in relation to its quali- 
ties, virtues, and wisdom. It is the finite 
luminous form of the Infinite residing 
within every form of the Universe as 
the model for worship. The materially 
engrossed mind fails to perceive this 
spiritual baptism. 

The ethereal space within the body 
is interrelated with the space outside. 
Science has established the fact that 
thoughts generate waves within, which 
coming out of the body unite with the 
space outside. Fickle thoughts arising 
out of fickle minds destroy the serenity 
of life. To get bliss, one should first 
practice the restraint of thought, that 
is, the control over mind. If an indi- 
vidual wants welfare in life, he should 
create thoughts of welfare first which 
wil make his heart pure so that the 
blessings may he felt. 


Light or energy is the first creation 
of the Supreme from which the uni- 
verse has evolved. A few thousand 
years back the Upanishad Taittiriya 
said —""The electricity is energy.” 

Gita also says that this infinite crea- 
tion is from energy— meaning light or 
electricity. The present-day scientists 
too have established that things are but 
evolved electricity and this power of 
electricity propels everything in the 
universe. This energy manifests itself 
subtilely in the form of waves. Mind 
conducts man when man is not soulful. 
Then, what is mind? Its existence is 
felt but it is not a limb of the body. 
Philosophy says that mind is born of 
the trembling of soul. As originally the 
trembling of the Cosmic Soul of the 
Supreme generated waves with a desire 
for aces in ether, so the similar 
types of waves are always generatin 
Eke ethereal space of dee aaa. Be 
ing born of divinity everything is 
naturally divine and 1mpregnated with 
similar divine virtues. Therefore, the 
mind can be explained as the manifes- 
tation of aggregate waves generated in 
the ethereal space of the body. 


Generally the mind has two sections: 
a) sensual or fickle mind, the gross mind, 
ful of earthly desires; b) the soulful 
mind, the mind impregnated with spir- 
itual knowledge. Here the mind is al- 
ways sublime—that is, the soul governs 
the human life. 


There is another level of mind called 
subconscious. This correlates with the 
sublime level. The fickle or the gross 
is governed by lower levels. Short waves 
generate in the gross mind due to its 
fickleness; whereas, long waves gen- 
erate in the sublime mind Desi by 
the virtues of the soul. Contrariness to 
soulful qualities expresses animal quali- 
ties. The human body is active and 
alive owing to the function of the elec- 
tromagnetic power above and that of 
gravitation below. The function of 
humanity is to retain the maximum 
connection with the ethereal space 
above by insulating the gravitation as 
far as practicable. The sensual mind 
has a downward tendency, causing the 
power of gravitation to predominate. 
Such a mind gives birth to all earthly 
vices. 

With the subduing of sensuality, the 
soulful man is then able to retain the 
maximum connection with the infinite 
ethereal space above, where in accord 
with the Supreme Will the long waves 
are always generating for the good of 
the universe. The greater the sensuali- 
ty, the higher the increase of the short 
waves within men. These expressions 
passing out of the body agitate the elec- 
tronic sphere in ether just as they 
agitated the ethereal space of the body. 
When this agitation disturbs or goes 
against the free play of electrons con- 
ducted by natural laws, it produces a 
lethal effect. Scientists have established 
the wave theory, but till now they have 
not been able to speak definitely of the 
effects of waves in relation to their 
lengths. 

Man is born to build but not to de- 
stroy. Building in the way of evolu- 
tion is the virtue of humanity. Retro- 
gradation must be the effect of vile 
thoughts. In history we find that so 
long as a nation advanced with a good 
will and a constructive mission it flour- 
ished, but whenever the idea to hurt 
others developed, the curse of destruc- 
tion fell upon it. Is this not the effect 
of thought which acts on self? When 
nature's beneficial free play is disturbed 
by the corruptive thoughts of man, it 
must retaliate. The Holy Koran says— 
"Corruption doth appear on land and 
sea because of (the evil) which men's 
hands have done, that He may make 
them to taste a part of that, which they 
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have done . . ." (Sura-XXX, the Ro- 
mans-41). 

Nature is the grosser level of the 
silent Supreme with its own law to 
move. The scientists say that a char- 
acteristic of the wave (before it disap- 
pears) is its return to the place of 
origin after circumambulating the in- 
finite ethereal space. Therefore, the 
wave generated out of human thought 
gets a similar end. If the wave gen- 
erated by the human thought conforms 
to the wave which is naturally and 
freely generating in ether for the wel- 
fare of the umiverse, it produces no 
counter agitation which can bring any 
evil during circumambulation. 

Scientists say that waves at what- 
ever length they may generate must 
have some definite end. If the light, 
the sound, and all other waves produce 
effects, why would thought waves fail? 
So the wave which the human thought 
generates must produce an effect cor- 
responding to its nature. Thus man is 
paid back with his own coin. 

The world experienced 608 natural 
disasters of different forms in various 
places in a single year, 1955. If the 
wave theory is correct, then the rapa- 
cious human thoughts of today stand 
as a foremost reason for the frequency 
of these natural calamities. The scien- 
tists reason that these disasters are the 
results of explosion of thermonuclear 
weapons. But they are not paying at- 
tention to the fundamental cause of this 
type of explosion. Man originally 
thought destructively; therefore, de- 


struction in various forms is manifesting 
in mass. 


The discovery of nuclear energy and 
other miracles of the day certainly is 
the gift of wisdom in the progress of 
time. But this wisdom is often misdi- 
rected. It is bringing pain instead of 
peace. Everywhere men are passing 
through very difficult days. Who is 
responsible for this? 


The answer should be that the re- 
sponsibility lies with the present human 
race clothed in the luxury of carnal 
joys. They have given up the serenity 
of mind and have lost the purity of 
heart which has deprived them of re- 
ceiving blessings. Baneful, inharmoni- 
ous thinking has ravaged the spiritual 
integrity of man. Scientists, together 
with political thinkers, share today the 
major part of responsibility for the 
safety of civilization and the establish- 
ment of peace. They should explain 
before the world the horrifying side 
of the wave theory as it relates to psy- 
chology. If the scientific activities are 
not spiritualized by making the mind 
free fram nefarious thoughts, destruc- 
tion cannot be averted. The ignominy 
of thought has made living impudent 
and the heart impure. In such condi- 
tions, blessings in no way can he ex- 
pected. 

It has been proved in the hearts of 
saints that the "Blessed are the pure in 
heart." This must be correct for the 
human race as a whole. Peace is sure 
to remain beyond reach until the men- 
tal plane becomes elevated. 


WHAT OF NEXT SUMMER? 


Is summer filled with expectation? Do your vacation plans exclude the usual sur- 
roundings, the ordinary routines, the sameness of going nowhere? 


Or will neri summer be different —a change—a doing of something inspiring—a 
long-lasting satisfaction? Of course it will, if you make plans now to attend Rose-Croix 


University! 


This three-week session from June 17-July 6 is by all standards the most thrilling 


experience of a lifetime. 


The courses are particularly designed for the Rosicrucian 


member, and include such fascinating subjects as Rosicrucian Healing, Comparative 
Mysticism, Alchemy, the Science and Mysticism of Sound, and Creative Writing. You 
will find that the simply-presented subjects are conveyed in much the same manner 


as in your Rosicrucian monographs. 


Members only—vwrite now for a free copy of the Story of Learning which explains 
the objectives and courses of Rose-Croix University. Remember, no previous college or 


university training is necessary. 
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BRONZE PLAQUE (approx- 
imately 3 ft. x 2 ft.) has 
now been placed on the 
wall of the Lounge in the 
Supreme Temple with the 
following inscription: "In 
Memory of the Fratres 
andSorores from through- 
out the world who have 
aided in the perpetuity of the Rosicru- 
cian functions by their kind and loving 
bequests." Below the inscripHon are 
the names of those who have already 
made bequests to the Order and space 
for additional names up to three hun- 
dred. This may in a very real sense 
become a Rosicrucian Honor Roll. 
M pP 

Seventeen years ago, the Society of 
Western Artists was founded. Today, 
it claims a membership of over 700 
artists. Each year since its founding, 
it has prepared an annual exhibition 
of what its jury judges to be represen- 
tative and outstanding work. Of the 
142 paintings presented at its seven- 
teenth annual show at the M. H. De 
Young Memorial Museum in San Fran- 
cisco, 40 have been selected to compose 
its 1957 Traveling Show. 

These 40 were on exhibit during De- 
cember in the Rosicrucian Art Gallery, 
which for a number of years has pre- 
sented this group to San Jose art lovers. 
This year’s show like others in the past 
drew its measure of interested and en- 
thusiastic viewers. The exhibit is sched- 
uled for other California cities. 


Vea. ay 

The Brighton Pronaos acted as host 
to members of the Francis Bacon Chap- 
ter attending the public meeting held 
in the Ralli Hall, Hove, in September. 
Twenty members journeyed down for 
the occasion. Frater Campbell, depu- 
tizing for Frater John La Buschagne, 


was introduced by Frater Charles Laing, 
Master of Brighton Pronaos. An intro- 
ductory outline of the purpose of the 
Order was given and questions an- 
swered by Frater Campbell. The film 
Domain of Destiny, a musical program, 
and refreshments were likewise a part 
of the occasion. 
+ * » 

Francis Bacon Chapter members paid 
a second visit to Bearsted. Kent, for the 
symbolical building of The Pyramid, 
later attending the Church of the Holy 
Cross (decorated at that time for the 
Harvest Festival) in which are the me- 
morial and stone of Dr. Robert Fludd, 
the eminent physician and Rosicrucian. 

* * * 

The cover of the Titurel Bulletin 
(Montevideo, Uruguay), a reproduc- 
tion of an ancient Egyptian painting, 
is the work of Frater Nieves Mario Am- 

ero. His paintings also decorate the 

all, offices, and patio of the Chapter. 
* + * 


The First Annual Rally in Argen- 
tina, sponsored by Buenos Aires Chap- 
ter was held last Fall. It was a notable 
success, and much credit must be given 
to the enthusiastic and combined efforts 
of members not only from Buenos Aires 
but also from other localities in Argen- 
tina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, and 
Uruguay. " 

» * 


Adelaide Chapter, Adelaide, Austra- 
lia, is well into its ninth year, having 
celebrated its eighth birthday in Sep- 
tember. The honored guests on that 
occasion were members of ten or more 
years’ standing in the Order. 

m UN VY 

Among December visitors to Rosicru- 
cian Park from far away places were 
Frater and Soror Raden Sudjono of In- 
donesia. Having served as ambassador 
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to several South American countries, 
including Brazil, Frater Sudjono, with 
his accomplished wife, is on his leisure- 
ly way home to accept another assign- 
ment. They leave, however, a charming 
reminder of their visit here, for Dhyana, 
one of their three daughters, remains 
behind. In January, she will enter San 
Jose State College as a freshman. 
* * x 


Dr. and Soror Francisco Devincenzi 
of Montevideo, Uruguay, were among 
recent visitors to Rosicrucian Park. They 
were returning from Australia where 
Dr. Devincenzi had acted as medical ad- 
viser to the Üruguayan Olympics Team. 
Dr. Devincenzi was Master of Titurel 
Chapter, in Montevideo, in 1955. 


* x * 


Also, on his way home from the 
Olympics was Carlos E. Caballero F. of 
Giannis Frater Caballero participated 
in the weight lifting competitions. He 
brought word of the activities of Barran- 
quilla Chapter. 


* + * 


From South Africa’s Johannesburg, 
two personal friends of Inspector Gen- 
eral, Roland Ehrmann, came to Rosi- 
crucian Park. They were Mrs. Kidwell 
and Miss Dutton, who have been travel- 
ing extensively in the States. 

* x » 


Frater Walter J. Albersheim, it has 
been learned through friends, has been 
made a Fellov of the Institute of Radio 
Engineers. The citation read “for con- 
tributions in the fields of sound repro- 
duction and military electronics." 


* * EJ 


Frater Ernest Dugan, custodian of the 
Supreme Temple, sustamed his annual 
inundation of Christmas greetings. Once 
more he asks this department to express 
his thanks. 


x * * 


A certain frater who might be said 
to be an enthusiastic member recently 
missed his weekly monograph. He tele- 
phoned from New York City just to 
make certain he wasn't being wilfully 
neglected! 

x * » 

How's this for an international twist? 
A Slavic frater now living in South 
America but a former member of the 
Indonesian jurisdiction writes in Span- 
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ish to request that he now be transferred 
to the English section! 
* + » 


On Sunday morning, December 23, 
Frater Alan Hovhaness's Triptych, 
commissioned by CBS, was performed 
by the CBS Orchestra with the assist- 
ance of the Columbia Chorale under the 
direction of Alfredo Antonini. Laura 
Hurley was the soprano. The three 
sections composing the work were titled: 
1) Christmas Music; 2) Beatitudes; 3) 
Easter Cantata. 

* * * 

A device to prevent major Television 
Tube failures has been invented by 
Frater William L. Osborne of Thorn- 
bury, Ontario, Canada. It offsets power 
surges or fluctuations which cause seri- 
ous damage to tubes and parts. By its 
use, an owner may cut down service 
expense and the necessity of frequently 
replacing tubes. A similar guard has 
also been devised for smaller type elec- 
tronic equipment, such as radios and 
record players. An article in the Au- 
gust, 1956, issue of Radio-Television 
and Appliance Sales is devated to Frater 
Osborne’s invention. It is manufactured 
at present by the Kitchener Electronic 
Industries of Kitchener, Ontario. 

= * * 

On their last lap of what amounted 
almost to a world tour, Frater and Soror 
F. G. Wilkins of Christchurch, New 
Zealand, visited Rosicrucian Park, at- 
tending Convocation for their first time 
in the Supreme Temple. After almost 
a year's absence, they will return 
home, sailing from Vancouver, British 


Columbia. 
WE Og Y 


It is worth mentioning that amid 
the bustle of holiday preparation and 
holiday giving, around Rosicrucian 
Park, someone was thoughtful enough 
to speak out for dogs and cats in the 
PRI animal rescue shelters. Whether 
or not they are impressed with Santa 
Claus or the usual Yuletide Festivities 
that humans indulge in, they certainly 
do appreciate the difference between be- 
ing fed and going hungry. The em- 
ployees’ response was immediate and 


generous. 
VeA ONE 
Preschool age children who partic- 
ipate in the Children's Hour one day a 
week during the year at Rosicrucian 


Park enjoyed their annual Christmas 
party in traditional fashion. As in the 
past, the highlight of the occasion was 
the appearance of You-Know-Who with 
a holly wreath and a fanfare of sleigh 
bells. Everyone was delighted includ- 
ing the ruddy-complexioned old gentle- 
man himself (admirably portrayed by 
Frater Paul L. Deputy of the Instruc- 
tion Department). Program and enter- 
tainment as usual were under the di- 
rection of Sorores Gladys Lewis and 
Dorothy Muttkowski. 


V 
v 


Before you know it, vacation time 
will be coming round again. Do you 
intend to make the most of it or will 
you just let it pass as an idle interval 
between work periods? Why not this 
year turn it to real account and spend 
it at Rosicrucian Park attending Rose- 
Croix University? Now is the time to 
start planning for it. Write for The 
Story of Learning and discover the 
many worth-while studies that will be 
available. 


The Story of Light 


HAT would happen to you 
in a lightless environ- 
ment? Naturally, you 
wouldn't be able to see— 
but that would be the 
least of your worries. 
Consider these repercus- 
sions: Your food supply 
would wither in the fields 
without sunlight plants 


and die, for 
could not absorb the carbon essential 


to their existence. Your fuel supply 
would be endangered. Your wardrobe 
would soon be depleted for lack of raw 
material. You could not travel. Dis- 
eases defeated long ago would once 
again plague you, since you would lack 
sunlight, which is a natural germ-killer, 
as well as being a source of our vita- 
mins. Almost every form of entertain- 
ment and exercise would be closed to 
you forever. And if somehow you sur- 
vived these physical disasters, your per- 
sonality could not escape change—you 
would grow bored, irritable, moody, and 
depressed. 

ortunately, the earth's sole source 
of natural light, the sun, promises to 


be with us for several billion years 
more. Thus our food, fuel and clothing 
supplies are in no immediate danger. 
Medical research will continue. We 
will go on visiting museums, libraries, 
theatres, athletic events. Our personali- 
ties will take their individual forms. 

But even in the world we inhabit 
now, light can affect you more than you 
may know. If you're average, you can 
read for six hours in a well-ht room 
with no noticeable strain, fatigue, or 
increase in the size of your eye pupils. 
But thirty minutes of reading under 
inadequate lighting may leave you 
blinking, nervous, and irritable. Since 
all work requires the use of the eyes 
to some extent, sufficient lighting is a 
necessity during all working hours. 

It's different if you want to relax. 
Anyone who has ever visited a dimlv 
lit restaurant or ballroom can vouch 
for the restful effect of such an at- 
mosphere. 

Recently the color of light has been 
discovered to be just as important in 
establishing mood as the degree of 
brightness. Lights tinted green are 
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soothing and cool, so they are employed 
in operating rooms and dental offices to 
allay the anxiety of patients. A sug- 
sion of blue-green light, it has been 

termined by experiments, is condu- 
cive to efficient work, and this discovery 
is being utilized in factories across the 
nation. 


A lighting innovation that flatters 
people and their surroundings has been 
pioneered by Duro-Test Corporation at 
its North Bergen, New Jersey labora- 
tories. It is fluorescent lighting with a 
new, pleasing color: Candelite. Previous 
fluorescent lighting was harsh, and cold 
blue. Candelite gives the effect of the 
warm, soft glow of candle flame, at the 
same time fulfilling modern lighting 
needs with increased intensity. Com- 
plexions look healthier and more natural 
under it and because of its combination 
of warm, soft, and effective lighting it 
does much to ease the strain of hard 
work and concentration in homes, of- 
fices, schools, factories, and stores. 


These facts explain why the creation 
af light was one of the first acts of God 
in the Bible. Indeed, the importance 
of light has been recognized by all 
religions through the ages. 


Prehistoric men worshipped the sun. 
In Greek mythology Apollo, the god of 
light, is a beloved deity. A halo of light 
surrounds the saints of Christianity. 
Moslem prophets—Mohammed and El 
Khidr—are always shown with a light 
shining from their faces. Light beams 
from the eyes of the Norse god, Balder. 
And we are told that all the universe 
blazed with light when Buddha reached 
his perfection of knowledge. 


Light plays no less an important role 
in world superstitions. In Macedonia 
today, for example, three lights burning 
in one room are believed to presage the 
death of someone in the room. In Ger- 
many, a light that suddenly goes out 
is also a death omen. In the north of 
England, you have given away your 
luck for the coming year if you give 
someone a light—if only for his cig- 
arette—on New Year’s Day or Christ- 
mas Day. Our own culture is pervaded 
by the belief that misfortunes stem 
from lighting three cigarettes with one 
match. 

Light has even penetrated our vocab- 
ularies. We speak of "sunny" dispo- 
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sitions, "bright" children, the “dawn” 
of a new era, and "beginning to see the 
light”—all expressions of favor. Our 
heroes are associated with brightness. 
Every gir] dreams of her knight in 
"shining" armor. Millions of boys cheer 
the Lone Ranger's white steed, “Silver.” 


Theory and Science 


The latest guesses about the nature 
of hght combine an ancient concept 
with a modern one. To the Greeks, light 
was a stream of particles discharged by 
visible objects, and vision was the sen- 
sation produced when the particles hit 
someone's eyeballs. To physicists of 50 
years ago, light was a series of waves in 
an all-pervasive material called ether. 
Today, light is regarded as waves, or 
bunches, of particles. This still is no 
answer to the question “What is light?” 
because no one knows for sure what the 
particles are made of. 


Scientists think the particles are pro- 
duced when electrons are forced, some- 
how, to change their paths around an 
atom. Everytime an electron jumps its 
tracks, a small quantity of energy is 
released. The small bundle of energy 
is called a photon. These photons get 
together and form waves, which are 
light. The sun, our solar system's source 
of life, releases incredible amounts of 
these photons every second. 


Simple? Sure. But no one has ever 
seen a photon. And no one has ever 
visited the sun. Such is the stuff of 
scientific theory. 


Our primitive ancestors were notably 
short on theory, but keen on practical 
results. Earliest man languished in the 
darkness from the time the sun set un- 
til it rose again. Then, countless ages 
before recorded time. he discovered a 
means of creating light—and heat— 
through flame. There is no record that 
he worried much about the concept of 
light; he just squatted before his fire, 
contentedly admiring his cave drawings 
in the flickering illumination, or whit- 
tling his club. 

The story of lighting progress is the 
evolution of increasingly efficient light 
sources. It is a steady search for a 
compact, highly emissive, relatively cool 
instrument. The torch, candle, oil dish, 
and gas burner represent milestones in 
man’s quest for better, brighter light. 


With the advent of electricity, a 
world was transformed—literally and 
figuratively—overnight. When Edison 
devised a lamp that emitted light in 
the same way as the sun, with none of 
the disadvantages of previous instru- 
ments—danger of fire, flickering of 
light, and necessity for constant refuel- 
ing—the most revolutionary develop- 
ment in lighting history had occurred 
and mankind had one of the secrets of 
the universe placed at his finger tips. 

But man is seldom satisfied with 
what he has. He’s always seeking means 
to improve his lot and the field of light 
is no exception. Edison’s basic invention 
was improved to the point where a bulb 
could be expected to burn 500 hours, 
and special types now last as long as 
10,000 hours. Modern research has 


found that different light sources are 
better suited for particular lighting sit- 
uations. 


This led to the introduction 
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of fluorescent, mercury vapor and flu- 
omeric lamps to perform tasks beyond 
the scope of incandescent lamps. 


The Future 


As men learn more about the physi- 
cal and psychological effects of light, 
we can look forward to a world in 
which we will be able to snap on a 
colored light that suits the mood of 
the moment. Within the realm of prob- 
ability are lampless houses featuring 
electroluminescent walls that glow, solar 
batteries that store light energy and 
improved outdoor floodlights that can 
turn night into day. Man-made light 
has proved a boon to farmers and the 
time may well come when immense 
bins, artificially illuminated, will foil 
crop failure forever. 

The future of light never looked 
brighter. 
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Kosicwetan New Year 


The Imperator Proclaims Wednesday, March 20, the 
Beginning of the Traditional Rosicrucian Year 3310 


HE first great teacher was 
Nature. In learning from 
Nature, man was, in fact, 
self-taught. As a teacher, 
Nature did not compel 
adherence to any rules or 
instruction. There was 
no obligation to learn im- 
posed upon man. He 
observed, concentrated, inquired, and 
contemplated all as a result of his own 
motivation. This primitive learning 
was, therefore, a kind of unconscious 
rocess. The human did not seek 
nowledge as such. At first his learning 
was neither the love of knowledge or 
the desire to gain a font of information 
for utilitarian purposes. Rather, man 
was awed by the phenomena of Nature. 

Psychologically, awe is a mild fear 
that compels respect but does not pre- 
cipitate flight. There is a fascination 
about that which awes us, and it com- 
pels us to scrutiny. The emotion that 
is associated with awe is an assurance 


that the impressions or elements of 
the experience will become well reg- 
istered in memory. 

The simple but magnificent phenom- 
enon of the rising sun in all its glory, 
as dawn broke over the Nile Valley, 
for example, held the fervid attention 
of its early inhabitants. From the sun 
there came forth the light of day. Its 
warmth reaching down into the black, 
alluvial soil, like celestial fingers, 
seemed to lift up living and growing 
things. In every way the sun was regal 
in its golden splendor, and in the ef- 
ficacy it exerted over all life on earth. 
Man could not resist admiring, observ- 
ing, and attempting in various ways to 
understand the sun. Half in fear and 
half in reverence, man made it the 
central element in many of his religious 
doctrines and rites. 

Celestia! and terrestrial phenomena 
and the basic mysteries of human life, 
such as birth, puberty and death, be- 


came challenges to the human under- 
[75] 


CIHO 


The 
Rosicructan 
Digest 
February 
1957 


standing. Their influence upon man’s 
life—and his peace of mina—necessi- 
tated an inquiry into them from which 
came not only useful arts and sciences, 
but moral precepts also. The solstices 
and the vernal and autumnal equinoxes 
were particular occasions for ceremo- 
nies. In words and actions symbolic of 
their understanding of these mysteries, 
men celebrated these natural and an- 
nual events. 

The most impressive of all such oc- 
casions among the peoples of the early 
civilizations of the i was that of the 
vernal equinor. It occurs on or about 
March 21. It 1s the time when the sun, 
in its celestial journey through the 
zodiac, enters the sign of Aries. In the 
temperate zones of the East it is a 
period of the regeneration of life, the 
reawakening of nature. Plant life, dor- 
mant in the winter and assuming an 
outer moribund appearance, is reborn. 
Through the soil there come forth sprigs 
of green living things. The trees bloom; 
a carpet of verdure again covers the 
bare and gaunt earth. 

Men saw in this phenomenon a sym- 
bol of hope and believed that they, too, 
were immortal. They came to hope that 
the human would likewise be reborn 
after the dormancy of death of this life. 
The elements of this belief were in- 
corporated in the liturgies and rites of 
the vernal equinox. In ancient Egypt, 
the ceremony was marked by great fes- 
tivities in the temples. These festivities 
were concluded with a symbolic feast, 
the simple elements of which were io 
teach a spiritual lesson with a philo- 
sophical connotation. Today in Rosi- 
crucian temples throughout the world— 
as has been done for centuries—this 
symbolic feast is perpetuated each ver- 
nal equinox. It is an inspiring event 
in which every active Rosicrucian is in- 
vited to participate. 

The sun enters the astronomical sign 
of Aries on March 20 at 9:17 p.m., 
Greenwich Mean Time. As is his cus- 
tom, the Imperator has declared that 
date as the beginning of the traditional 
Rosicrucian New Year. 'To Rosicru- 
cians as to many persons throughout 
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the Oriental world, the new year be- 
gins, not in January, but rather it be- 
gins more naturally with the event of 
spring, the period of the awakening of 
hfe. The month of January is only the 
beginning of the calendar year and 
has no true relationship to natural 
phenomena. 

Each Rosicrucian lodge, chapter, and 
pronaos holds its Rosicrucian symbolic 
new year's service as close to the pro- 
claimed date as is convenient for the 
group. On this occasion also, each sub- 
ordinate body installs its new officers 
for the succeeding year. You are in- 
vited to attend any Rosicrucian lodge, 
chapter, or pronaos and to take part in 
this beautiful event. It is not necessary 
that you be a member of such a body. 
You are only required to establish your 
active Rosicrucian membership by pre- 
senting your credentials. 

Consult the directory of the Rosicru- 
cian Digest for the Rosicrucian group 
which is nearest to you. You may have 
noticed that one issue of the Digest con- 
tains the addresses of such bodies in 
the United States; the next issue con- 
tams information concerning lodges, 
chapters, and pronaoi outside of the 
United States. 


For those who do not live near a 
Rosicrucian body, a beautiful and sim- 
ple, Rosicrucian Sanctum New Year 
Ritual is available for home use. Tust 
address a letter to: THE GRAND SEC- 
RETARY, ROSICRUCIAN ORDER, 
AMORC, ROSICRUCIAN PARK, SAN 
JOSE, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A., and ask 
for the "Sanctum New Year Ritual"; 
enclose 95 cents (or the equivalent in 
postal coupons) to cover mailing charges, 
and it vale sent to you at once. 


The traditional. Rosicrucian New 
Year ceremony will also be held in the 
beautiful Supreme Temple in Rosicru- 
cian Park, San Jose, on Friday, March 
22. The actual ceremony begins prampt- 
ly at 8:00 p.m. The outer doors will 
open at 7:00 p.m. The Imperator will 
officiate. All active Rosicrucians who 
can do so are invited to attend. Mem- 
bership credentials must be presented. 
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The company in which you will improve most will be least expensive to you. 
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THE DIGNITY OF LEARNING 


hed portal, constituti an approach i quadrangle of one the centuries-old 


of Oxford. reflects the solenm traditional dignity of that world-renowned institution 
lebrated personalities of the past who acquired their formal education there became 
of the Rosicrucian Order. Oxford has perhaps one of the largest collections of early 
an and alchemical manuscript 
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TEMPLE 
ECHOES 
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Meditation Musée 

OU ARE SEATED in the Temple. Ecstasy wells up from within you as you 

listen to the melodious SECRETO ETERNO—and to which the colombe 
rhythmically and gracefully makes her ritualistic entrance. There is a fountain of 
delight in your heart while you meditate to the soft strains of Victor Herbert's 
AH, SWEET MYSTERY OF LIFE. “If only I could take this divine rapture 
with me . . . if I could just have it in my home,” you yearningly remark to 
yourself. 

Now you can have this entrancing Temple music in your home. A special 
organ-recording, under Rosicrucian direction, has captured the mystic qualities 
of this music as heard in the Supreme Temple. The record is double-sided, ten 
inches in diameter, with the mechanical perfection of the latest electrical tran- 
scriptions. Long demanded, now available. Priced at only $1.80 (13/— ster 
ling), postpaid. 


ply Bureau - Rosícrucían Park - San Jose, Calif. 


DIRECTORY 


LODGES, CHAPTERS, and PRONAOL throughout the WORLD 


International Jurisdiction af Norih, Central, and South America, British Cammonwealth and Empire, 
France, Switzerland, Sweden, and Africa, 


The following are chartered Rosicruclan Lodges, Chapters. and Pronaoi in various nations of the world. 
The ` American Directory" for Lodges, Chapters, and Pronnoi in the United States will appear in the 


next issue of the Hosicrueian Digest. 


ARGENTINA 
Buenos Aires: Buenos Aires Chapter, Calle Char- 
Atilia Landioni, Master, Calle Gallicia 


Adelaide: Adelaide Chapter, Builders & Contrac- 
tors Assn. 17 Weymouth St. Peter Bowden, 
Master, 5 Austral Terrace, Malvern. 
Brisbane: Brisbane Chapter, Holy Trinity Church 
Hall, Wickham St.. The Valley. Morris Phelps, 
Master, Leitrim Lodge, Glenora St.. Wynnum E.2. 
Melbourne: Harmony Chapter. 31 Victoria St. 
Herbert Thomas Rabinson, Master, 18 Parker St.. 
Pascoe Vale, Victorla, Aus. 
Newcastle: Newcastle Pronaos. A. Tickle, 
Master, 3 Hubbard St., Islington. 
Perth: Lemuria Pronaos. Frederick Jarnes Duf- 
fleld, Master, 61 Great Eastern Hwy., Rivervale, 
W. Aus. 
Sydney: Sydney Chapter, I.O.O.F. Hall, Box 202, 
Haymarket. A. W. Taylor, Master, 81 Ynrranabbe 
Rd., Darling Point. 

BELGIUM 
Brussels: San Jose Pronaos. Albert Reins, Mas- 
ter. 39 Rue des Glands, Forest-Bruxelles. Belgium. 
Liege: Liege Pronaos. Lambert Tombu, Master, 
Rue Saint-Gilles, 460. 

BRAZIL 
Grand Lodge of Brazil: Praca Mauá, 7—7° andar 
—Sala 701. Rio de Janeiro. Mailing address: 
Caixa Postal 4914, Rio de Janeiro. 
Belem: Belém Pronaos. Raymundo Avertano 
Rocha, Masler, Caixa Postal 497. 
Rio de Janeiro:* Rio de Janeiro Lodge. Rua 
Goncalves Crespo 48 Silvina R. Diederichs. Masa- 
ier, Rua Prefeito Joao Felipe 681, Santa Teresa. 
Sün Paule: Sao Paulo Chapter, Rua Santo Andre 
144, Ifall 806. Tullo Moledo, Master, 10 Av. 
Baraldi, Sao Caetano Do Sul. 

BRITISH GUIANA 
Georgetown: Georgetown Pronaos. Karl C. Mar- 
celle, Master, 60 Rnbh St.. Lacytown. 

BRITISH WEST AFRICA 
Calabar, Nigeria: Calabar Pronaos, O. E. Inyang, 
Master, Box 322. 
Kaduna. Nigerin: Kaduna Pronaos. II. T. Thomp- 
son, Master, % Electricity Corp. 
Port Harcourt, Nigeria: Port Harrourt Pronaos. 
M. K. Johnson. Master, Box 5. 
Yaba, Nigeria: Yaba Chapter, The Ladi Lak In- 
stitute, 68 Akiwunmi St. I. O. Aina, Master, Box 
60 Ebute Metta, via Lagos, Nigeria. 

BRITISH WEST INDIES 
Bridgetown, Barbados: Barbados Chapter, An- 
cient Order of Foresters Bldg., 112 Roebuck St. 
Rudolph Brathwalte, Master, Progressive Lane 
Bank Hall St. Michael. Barb. 
Kingstan, Jamaica: Saint Christopher Chapter, 
Forresters Hal]. 21 North St. R McNeil, 
Master, 66-68 Barry St., % National Life, Kingston. 
Port-of-Spain, Trinidad: Port-of-Spain Pronnos, 
67 Charlotte St. G. A. Providence. Master. 
St. George’s, Grenoda: St. George's Pronaos. 
Cyril G. Augier, Master, % Cable & Wireless, Ltd. 

CANADA 
Belleville, Ont.: Quinte Pronaos. Wilkie Orr, 
Master, Box 498, Trenton. 
Calgary, Alta.: Calgary Chapter. 421 12th St., 
N.W. John C. Blazina. Tranter. 7627 26th St., S.E. 
Edmonton, Alta.: Fort Edmonton Chapter, 10169 
103rd St. Svend Mortensen, Master, 10549 Whyte 
Ave. 
Hamilton, Ont.: Hamilton Chapter. 194 Main St. 
Paul Lipinski, Master, 29 Bellview Cres., Bur- 
lington, Ont. 
London, Ont.: London Pronaos. 
Master, 64 Linwood St. 
Montreal, Que.: Mount Royal Chapter, Victoria 
Hall Westmount. Edwnrd A. Livingstane, Maa- 
ter. 3477 Montclair Ave. 
Oitawa, Ont.: Ottawa Pronaos. D. A. Shearer, 
Master, 426 Tillbury Ave.. Apt. 4. 
Regina, Sask.: Regina Pronaos. 
Mnster, 4720 4th Ave. 
Toronio. Ont.:* Toronto Lodge, 2219 Yonge St. 
Peter Maydan, Master, 11 Somerville Ave., Mt. 
Dennis. 
Vaneouver, B.C.:* Vancouver Lodge, 805 W. 23rd 
Ave, Mrs. Thomas R. Simpson, Master, 2125 
Murine Dr., New Westminster, B.C. 


Mrs. 


Victor Vickers, 


Larry Glover, 


The International and American directories alternate monthly. 


Victoria, B.C.: Victoria Pronaos. F, Newman, 


Master, 1724 Coronation Ave. 


Windsor, Ont.: W!ndsor Chapter. 808 Marion 
Ave. C. M. Fry, Master, 36 Isabelle Pl., River- 
side, Ont. 

Winnipeg, Man.: Charles Dana Dean Chapter, 


Roynl Templar Hall. 360 Young St. Leslie Frog- 

gatt. Master, 275 Burrin Ave.. W. Kildonan, Man. 
CEYLON 

Colombo: Colomba Pronaos, Stephen House, Kel- 

aniya, Ceylon. Wilton Gunasekera, Master. 
CHILE 

Santiaga:* Tell-El-Amarna Lodge, Calle Purisima 

236. San Diego 221-G. Eugenia de Tusville. Mas- 

ter. Emiliano Figueroa 870. 

Vina del Mar; Vina del Mar Pronaos. Felix Hod! 

Korsic, Master, Casilla 1074, Valpuralso, Chile. 
COLOMBIA 

Barranquilla: 

Emiliani’ -Jesus-Libano. 

ter, Calle 37 No. 46-219. 
CUBA 

Camagiiey: Camagüey Chapter, Independencia y 

Raul Lamar. P, Stoyanoff, Masier, Jesus Maria 


Barranquilla Chapter, Edificio 
R. M. Aparicio, Mas- 


Cardenas: Cárdenas Pronaos. Ma. del Pino Me- 
dina, Master, San Juan de Dios 625. 
Ciego de Avila: Menfis Chapter, Academia Sam- 
pedro-Rodriguez. Candido Lopez Medina, Master, 
Apartado 2849. 
Cienfuegos: Cienfuegos Chapter, Gacel 70. Clara 
Rumbaut Delgado, Master. Union 40 
Guantanama: José Marti Chapter. Orden Cabal- 
leros de la Luz, Calle Prado 457. Osear Cruz, 
Jr., Master, Apartado 139. 
Havana:* Logia "Lago Morris," Masonic Temple, 
Santa Emilia 416, altos Santns Suárez. Carlos 
Garcia, Master, Melones 257, Pasaje Garcia, A, 
Luyano. 
Holguin: Oriente Chapter, Lngia Teosofica "José 
J. Martí," Rastro entre Frexes y Marti. A. Ochoa, 
Master, Miro 56. 
Matanzas: Matanzas Chapter, fen, Betancourt 27. 
Humberto Casas, Master, Imprenta “Casa y Mer- 
cado," Independencia, Mat. 
Morón: Morón Pronaos. Luis Bravo Hernandez, 
Master, Calle Luz Caballero 38. 
Santa Clara: Santa Clara Prannos. 
Lopez Rios, Master, Hoscano 515 Sur. 
Santiago: Heliopolis Chapter, "Logia Fraternidad 
No. 1," Calle Desiderio Fajardo. Ines Martinez 
de Remedios, Master, Ave, Mariana Grajales 47. 
DENMARK AND NORWAY 
Copenhagen:* The AMORC Grand Lodge of Den- 
mark and Norway, Arthur Sundstrup. Grand 
Master, Vester Voldgade 104. 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
Ciudad Trujillo: Santo Damingo Chapter, Edificio 
Copello, Apartado 401. Ramon A. Frias, Master, 
C. Arzobispo Merino 38. 
ECUADOR 
Guayaquil: Guayaquil Chapter, Calle Chimborazo 
No. 405 y Aguirre. Cesar E. Pena Arce, Master, 
Apartado 3294, Guayaquil, Guayas, Ecuador. 
EGYPT 
Alexandria: Alexandria Pronaos. 
Master, 47 Blvd. Saad Znghloul. 
Cairo: Cheops Chapter. Wilson Boulos, 
5 Garstin St., Zamalek. 
ENGLAND 
The AMORC Grand Lodge of Great Britaln. 
Raymund Andrea, Grand Master, 34 Bayswater 
Ave., Westbury Park, Bristol 6. 
Birmingham: Birmingham Chapter, Imperial Fio- 


Florentino 


Mario Saphir, 


Master, 


tel. W. E. Head, Master, ''Crescent," Abbey 
Crescent, Warley. 
Brightan: Brighton Pronaos. Charles Laing. 


Master, 9 Goldstane Lane, Hove, Sussex, Eng. 
Inswich: Ipswich Pronaos. Donald G. Barker. 
Master, Grafton Hotel. 73 Henley Rd. 

Leeds: Joseph Priestley Chapter, Theosaphical 
Library. 12 Queen Sq. Arthur Fisher, Master, 23 
Hookstone Chase, Harrogate, Eng. 

Liverpool: Pythagoras Chapter. Stork Hotel, 
Queen Sq. Frederic R. R. Coulter, Master, 38 
Richmond Terrace. Anfield. 
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London: Francis Bacon Chapter. Institute of 
Journalists, 2-4 Tudor St. Mrs. R. D. Solman, 
Master, 56 West Hill Rd., Wandsworth S.W. 18 
Rosicrucian Administrative Office, 25 Garrick St.. 
London W.C. 2. Open Monda, through Friday, 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. John . La Busehagne, 
Regional Secretary. 

Manchester: John Dalton Chapter. St. Michaels, 
Spath Rd.. Didsbury. E. W. Gaddum, Master. 
Sundal, Portland Rd.. Bowdon, Eng. 


Nottingham: Byron Chapter, Unitarian Church, 
High Pavement. Mrs. C. B. Drake, Master, 11 
Durham Cres., Cantrell Rd., Bulwell, Eng. 


FRANCE 
Grand Lodge of France, 56 Rue Gambetta, 
leneuve-Saint-Georges (Seine-et-Oise). 
Angers (Main et Loire): Angers Pronaos. Fran- 
cois Marc, Master, 14 Rue Lenepveu. 
Bordeaux (Gironde): Bordeaux Pronnos. 
Gachet, Master, 96 Rue David Johnston. 
Cannes (Alpes- Mantimes): Cannes Pronaos. Jean 
Champ, Masier, "La Bastidas," Pegomas. 
Grenoble (Isére): Grenoble Pronaos, Emile Fen- 
ouillet, Master, 14 Rue Moyrand. 
Lyon (Rhone): Lyon Pronaos. Germaine Gauthier 
23 rue du Bat d'Argent. 
Marseille (Bouches-du-Rhône): 
ter. Jean-Louis Moine, Master, 
Marseille 6ème. 
Metz (Moselle): Metz Pronaos. Louis Martin, 
Master, 19 Rue de Rabelais, Metz (Bouches-du- 
Rhone). 


Vil- 


Walter 


Marseille Chap- 
127 Rue de Rome, 


Mulhouse (Haut-Rhin): Mulhouse Pronaos. Eu- 
gene Morgen, Muster. 42 Rue Saint.Louis, Iiun- 
ingue. 

Nice (Alpes-Maritimes): Nice Pronaos. Charles 


Cottin, Master, 3 Rue Cronstadt. 

Paris: Jeanne Guesdon Chapter. 71 bis Rue de la 
Condamine. Paris XVIE, First and third Satur- 
days, 8:15 p.m. (For details address Grand 
Lodge of France.) 


Pau (Basses-Pyrénées): Pronaos of Pau. Dr. L. 
Pradal, Master. 10 Rue Taylor. 
Rochefort-Sur-Mer (Charonte-Maritime): Roche- 


fort-Sur-Mer Pronaos. Henri Delage, Master, 44 


Rue Audry. 

Saint-Etienne (Loire): Saint-Etienne Pronaos. 
Joseph Grasser, Master, 77 Rue des Allies. 
Strasbourg (Bas-Rhin): Strasbourg Pronaos. 
Edouard Royer, Master, 11 Rue de Rotterdam. 
Toulouse (Haute-Garonne): Toulouse Pronaos. 
Marcel Laperruque, Master, 38 Rue de 
Bourbaki, 

FRENCH EQUATORIAL AFRICA 
Port-Gentil (Gabon): Port-Gentil Pronaos. Marcel 
Sandoungout, Master, Mairie. 

GERMANY 


General 


AMORC, (17b) Ueberlingen am Bodensee, Gold- 

bacher Strasse 47, West Gerinany, 
GUATEMALA 

Guatemala: Zama Chapter. Logia Masonica, 64 

ae A, 4-51. Francisco Velarde R., Master, 3 C. 
HAITI 


Port-au-Prinee:* Martinez de Pasqually Lodge, 
Maison Monnin et Bauduy, Grand Rue. Marcellus 
Paul, Master, B.P. 941. 
HOLLAND 
Den Hang:* (The Hague) De Rozekruisers Orde, 
Groot-Loge der Nederlanden. H. Th. Verkerk 
Pistorius. Acting Grand Master, Postbus 2016. 
HONDURAS 
San Pedro Sula: San Pedro Sula Chapter, Apar- 
tado Postal 572. Ildefonso Orelluna, Master. 


INDIA 
Bombay: Bombav Pronaos. Fali J. Shroff, Mas- 
ter, Taj Bldg.. 30-B Gowalia Tank Rd. 
INDONESIA 
Djakarta: Grand Lodge nf AMORC. Tjia Von 
Tjan, Grand Master. Menteng Raya 24E. 
ITALY 


Rome: Grand Lodge of AMORC. Giuseppe Cas- 
sara, Jr., Grand Master, Via Sistina 4. 


MEXICO 
Ciudad Juürez, Chih.: Juarez Pronaos. Mario 
Fuent2s M.. Master, Calle Anashuac Nte, 257. 
Mexico, BD. F.:* Quetzaleoat) Lodge, Calle de 


Merida 105. Graciela R. Maldonado, Master, San 
Carlos 35, Villa Obregón 20 

Monterrev, N. L.: Monterrey Chapter, Felix U. 
Gomez Nite. 333. A. Sanchez P., Master, Padre 
Mier Pte. 653. 

Tampico, Tamps.: Tampico Pronaog, L. Garcia, 
Master, Aurora 118 Sur. 


NETHERLANDS WEST INDIES 
Curacao: Curacao Chapter. Lauriston M, Barnett, 
Master, Cas Coraweg 113. 
St. Nicolaas, Aruba: Aruba Chapter, 320 Bernard 
St., Box 254. George E. Sandiford, Master, San 
Nicholas, V. N. 58. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland: Auckland Chapter, 156 Grafton Rd. 
John O. Anderson, Master, 2-A Guntley Ave., 
Khyber Pass, Auckland C. 3. 
Hastings: Hastings Pronaos. Ralph T. Morse, 
Master, 408 Whitehead Rd.. Hastings. H. B. 
Wanganui: Wanganui Pronaos. Frederick H. 
Scott, Master, 75 Gonville Ave. 
Wellingtan: Wellington Chapter, 54-56 Cuba St. 


Lionel pant Master, 21-A The Parade, Paekau- 
kariki, N. 

NICARAGUA 
Managua: Managua Pronaos. J. M, Robteto G., 


Master, 4 Ave. S.O. 533, E. 1 Callejon S.O. y 5 
Calle. 
NORTHERN IRELAND 


Belfast: Belfast Pronaos. N, I. Brown, Master, 
46 Glentoran St. 

PANAMA 
Colon; Colón Pronaos. Frank M. Best, Master, 
Box 1049. 
Panama: Panama Chapter. Logia Masonica de 
Panama. Alfredo G. de Paredes, Master, Calle 
14, 8-35. 

PERU 
Lima: AMORC Chapter, Zaragoza 483, Pueblo 


Libre, Urbanizacion San Bernardo, Lima. Anna 
de Moser, Master, Casilla 1981, Miraflores. 
PUERTO RICO 
Arecibo: Arecibo Pronacs. 
Master, Box 455. 


Francisco S. de Jesus, 


Ponce: Ponce Chapter, 65 Hostos Ave. Luis 
Justinlano, Master, LUE 202. 
San Juan: Luz de AMORC Chapter, Ponce de 


Leon Ave. 1658. Stop i^ Santurce. Miguel Angel 
M. Segui. Master. C. Ingeniero Juan A. Davila 
352. Barriada Eleanor Roosevelt, Hato Roy, P.R. 
SCOTLAND 
Glasgow: Saint_Andrew Chapter. 
chanan St. A. R. Nicol, Maater, 
Ave., Kings Park. 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Cape Town: Good Hope Chapter. Oddfellows 
Hall, 86 Plein St. Robert Laurence Emmett, 
Master, Box 3873. 
Durban: Durban Pronaos. M. G. Smith, Master, 
52 Cherry Ave., Overport. 
Johannesburg: Southern Cross Chapter. Rand 
Women's Club, Jeppe & Joubert Sts. P.O. Box 
2417. OF. E Truter, Master. Box 184, Vereeniging, 
Trana., S.A 
Pretoria: Pretoria Pronaos. H. A. Stelling, Mas- 
ter, Box 1344 
SWEDEN 
Skelderviken:* Grand Lodge of Sweden. Alb. 
Roimer, Grand Master, Box 30. 
Steckholm: Achnaton Chapter. A. Schumhurg, 
Deputy Grand Master, Eriksbergsgatan 20. 
SWITZERLAND 
Berne: Berne Pronnos. Henri Jaccottet, 
Turnwog 28. 
Geneva: Geneva Chapter. 
27 Rue Voltaire. 


Toc H. Bu- 
67 Kingshurst 


Master, 


Emile Rngnon, Master, 


Lausanne: Lausanne Chapter. Jean Riedweg, 
Master, Aubépines 4. 

Neufchatel: Neufchatel Pronaos. Charles André 
Borel, Master, Tple Allemand 103, La Chauds de 


Fonds, Switzerland. 
Zurich: Zurich Pronaos. 
Seestrasse 426. 
TAHITI 
Papeete: Papeete Pronaos. 
Cours de I'Union Sacrée. 
URUGUAY 
Montevideo: Titurel Chnpter, Ave. Millan 2638 
Alejo Genoves, Master, Estanislao Vega 3284. 
VENEZUELA 
Barquisimeto:* Barquisimeto Lodge, Ave. 20 
No. 481, Apartado 64. Joaquin Ortiz, Master, Calle 
25 No. 28. 
Caracas:* Alden Lodge. Calle Norte 11. Miguel 
A. P. Gausserand, Master, Calle Rea] 14, El Valle. 
Maracaibo: Cenit Chapter, Calle Bellosa 9-B, 27. 
Ernestina M. de Ortis, Master, Ave. Sucre 59. 
Apartado 95 
San Cristóbal: San Cristébal Pronaos. Eduardo 
Rangel N.. Master, Apartado 43, 


Willy Staepel, Master, 


John Martin, Master, 


(* Initiations are performed.) 


Latin-American Division 


Armanda Font De La 


Jora, F. R. 


C., Deputy Grand Master 


Direct inquiries regarding this division to the Laiin-American Division. Rosicrucian Park. San Jnse. 
S. A. 


California, U. 
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Invoking Occult Power! 


How the Oceultist Enlarges 
His World . . and Scope of Living 


v 

Tr vou would enlarge the visible, know the invisible.” Sa said an 
occultist centuries ago. He knew that around us and in us are tre- 
mendous potentialities which could have existence—things just be- 
yond the border of the consciousness, waiting to be made real and 
useful. Nature is not confined to the visible. For every phenomenon 
exposed to your eyes and ears, there are ten thousand natural powers 
concealed from mortal sight. The occultist was an adventurer into 
the unknown. Ye was not a delver into the supernatural. Ile learned 
to lift the lid upon Nature's chest of hidden mysteries. Man is the 
knower—the universe is the unknown. Man advances by converting 
the unknown into the known—thus he acquires a power of personal 
accomplishment. 

Out of the true occult sciences and arts have come chemistry, 
astronomy, and medicine. Moreover, the occultist has discovered 
keys—fundamental laws and precepts by which man, you, in fact, 
can come 10 experience as yet unrealized personal achievements. 
Learn how the occultist was able to command Nature’s forces to 
make them serve him. With such information you will have a 
challenge to your imagination—and a personal answer to many 
mysteries of your existence. Such knowledge makes for confidence 
and the fullness of living and doing. 


Aecept This Sree Manuscript 


Write far the free explanatory discourse, “Invoking Occult Power.” 

It 15 an intelligent, factual presentation of the fundamentals of the 
occult sciences and arts, as recorded by renowned occultists. Don't 
merely look for mystery—look for an 
amazing revelation of generally unknown, 

simple, natural laws. Subscribe (or re- 
subscribe) to this magazine, the Rosicac- 

cian Digest. for six months at the usual 

rate of $1.75 (13/— sterling) and ask for 
your free discourse. Tt will he sent to you 
al once, postpaid. lhe discourse alone is 
worth this subscription —yet it costs you 
nothing. Send subscription aud request to 
the address below. 


Fanny s 


aat 


The ROSICRUCIAN DIGEST (AMORC), San Jose, Calif. 


The following are but a few of the many books of the 
Rosicrucian Library which are fascinating and instructive 
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to every reader. For a complete list and description of o 
all the books, write for FREE CATALOG. Send orders l4 
1 and requests to address below. 5 
t E. i 
a3 i - : pmo eS TL ROSICRUCIAN QUESTIONS and ANSWERS with ba 
REA M ^ V: Complete History of the Order 
n f SLURRY By H. Spencer Lewis, Ph. D. 
>= he os 1 The first complete authentic history of the Rosicrucian Order 
> i The book outlines answers to hundreds of questions dealing 
i PTR with the history. teachings, benefits and purposes of the Rosi- 
4 t ` ~ crucian Order. Price, postpaid. $2.85 (£1/—/6 sterling). 
et AT THE MYSTICAL LIFE OF JESUS B, H. Spencer Lewis, Ph. D. 
[^e *ü The real lesus revealed at last! Here are the facts relating to 
e t H , the Immaculate Conception. the birth, crucifixion, resurrection, 
i t and ascension that will astound and inspire you. Beautifully 
e t ? bound. Price, postpaid, $2.95 (£1/1/3 sterling). 
$ M ^, THE SANCTUARY OF SELF By Ralph M. Lewis, F. R. C. 
E^ What could be more essential than the discovery of Self? What 
t^ >} is this composite of your being--!his consciousness of your 
Fete whale self? This book presents the amazing facts of the four 
= E phases of a human being. The Mysteries. The Technique. The 
ANEI | Pitfalls. and Attainment. Learn how ond what you may attain! 
LEA CE Bound in cloth. Price, postpaid. $3.10 (£1/2/3 sterling). 
LEE THE TECHNIQUE OF THE DISCIPLE In 
bas oy a ek By Raymund Andrea, F. R. C. et 
wiit E The path that the masters trad! A modern description of the nV 
a ancient esoteric path to spiritua] illumination used by the et 
ER. masters and avatars of yore. Reveals methods for abtaining the £m 
tft great light. Price, postpaid, $2.50 (18/- sterling). ie 
i 
dhe 
>E THE TECHNIQUE OF THE MASTER 
Pp By Raymund Andrea, F. R. C. 
a? A guide to inner unfoldment. This book converts the 


intangible whispers of self into forceful actions that 
bring accomplishments in life. Price, postpaid. $2.50 
(18/— sterling) 
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The 
Rosicrucian Supply Bureau 


Rosicrucian Park 


San Jose, California, U. S. A, 
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